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tug-of-war over Young Socceroos defender Mark 
Milligan has erupted into a major dispute between 
A-League club Sydney FC and leading NSW 
Premier League club Blacktown City Demons. 

Relations between the clubs tumed sour after Milligan was a 
late withdrawal from Blacktown's crucial top-of-the-table clash 
against Sydney United on Saturday night 

In protest, Blacktown will this week withdraw permission for 
Milligan to continue pre-season training with Sydney FC, set- 
ting the scene for a legal showdown, 

Blacktown City Demons Football Director, Don O'Regan, 
has confirmed his club will write to Sydney FC this week 
recalling Milligan from further training with the A-League 
club, invoking the retaining Your months of Milligan’s current 
contract, 

“He is a contracted Blacktown City player until the end of 
June 2005 and after this incident we intend to have Mark hon- 
cour his commitments,” said O’Regan. 

‘The furore erupted 15 minutes before kick-off on Saturday 
night as the Demons squad was warming up for the top of the 
table clash with Sydney United. 

‘After doing some preliminary exercises, Milligan ruled him- 
self out of the game and returned to the dressing room com- 
plaining of a groin problem. 

It was later revealed that the youth international had done a 
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MILLIGAN TUG-OF-WAR 
TURNS NASTY 


Littbarski, in direct contravention of an agreement between the 
two clubs. 

“Three weeks ago we had worked out an agreement with 
Mark, his personal agent, Sydney FC player agent Lou Sticca 
and Sydney FC assistant coach lan Crook,” said O'Regan, 

“The agreement allowed Mark to play with Blacktown up to 
and including the Sydney United game and then he would be 
given a release to continue pre-season training with Sydney FC. 

“We honoured that commitment allowing him to train with 
his new club through the week providing he trained with us 
‘Thursday night and played with the Demons on the weekend, 
Last week Mark was unable to honour these commitments 
because of his Sydney FC workload and when he decided not 
to play om Saturday night we feel we have to take the next step.” 

In sharp contrast, O'Regan bas confirmed that the Demons 
other A-League bound defender Chris Tadarosse will be cleared 
to join Melbourne Victory. Tadarosse had wanted to play in the 
Sydney United game, but was withdrawn by club physiothera- 
pist David Hughes with a groin strain. 

Mark Milligan and Sydney FC were unavailable for com- 
ment. 

Unfortunately the loser to come out of this whole scenario is 
Milligan himself who will now have to wait for both Sydney FC 
and the Demons to hopefully come to some kind of agreement 
before the Young Socceroo can commence his career straight 


GST INCLUSIVE 
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Two different stories to tell: Blacktown's Chris Tadarosse (left) was cleared to 


two-hour endurance test under Sydney FC coach Pierre 


away in the A-League. 


agic McDonald at it again 


The Australian born’s 
magnificent form for 


O= MeDonald proved 
yet again he is more than 
worthy of a Socceroos call-up after 
the stylish striker notched up his 
dleventh goal of the season in 
Motherwoll’s two-nil victory over 
Dundee United. 

The 21-year-old slotted home 
Motherwell’s second to further the 
club's chances in fighting for « 
European spot next season. 

Born and bred in Dandenong, 
McDonald has really come of age 
since his move to Scotland from the 
English second division. 

His form this season in the Scottish 
Premier League has seen his name rise 
amongst the best strikers in the com- 
petition and has also gain a good rep- 
Uutation fom various managers and 
players from the Scottish following. 

A cerain dilemma could face 
McDonald which has been quite the 
same story for various Australian born 
players who were not given their 


chances at International level. 

Having Scottish parents, already 
Scotty has been monitored by Scottish 
coach Walter Smith who has been a 
regular at Motherwell's home game 
fixtures 

His efforts which included the SPL 
player of the month for October last 
‘year and his goal rate have been whst 
has attracted Smith to the ‘Wells’ 
home games 

Farina though has stated that 

McDonald will be given his interna. 
tional debut very soon and was gutted 
that on his recent trip he was unable to 
see Scotty live, 
A postponed game between 
Motherwell and Hibernian pushed 
‘back Farina’s opinion on the burly 
striker but did admit that the former 
Australian youth star will have oppor- 
tunities to crack the first team squad, 

‘The question asked is how long 
‘must the 21-year-old wait? 

Already, Scotland's Under 21’s side 


fas looked into recruiting McDonald 
but the Australian has stayed loyal io 
the cause for now. 


“Byeryone at the club (Motherwell) 
have been very supportive since the 
story broke last week and Pm a wee bit 
humbled knowing that the Scottish FA 
‘have admitted they've been watching 
me for a while now. 

“T's not a decision T've taken light 

ly. My family are all Scottish and sim- 
ply the support network I have from 
family, friends and management con- 
vinces me | should consider seriously 
wearing the Scotland jersey in the 
future”, McDonald told tribalfoot- 
ball.com 
The young Aussie has certainly 
found his goal scoring touch this 
‘son and coach Terry Butcher has been 
‘more than impressed by his dynamic 
performances since coming back from 
his back injury. 
Tts certainly not the last we will 
hear about the amazing feats by 
“Macca’ but let’s hope for this coun- 
try’s sake we do not lose out on our up 
and coming prospects to rival nations 
as these guys really are our future 
Socceroo stars. 


move onto the Melbourne Victory while team-mate Mark Milligan will need to 
see out his time at the Demons till June before joining Sydney FC 


ZDRILIC UNDER 
THE MICROSCOPE 


ABSW’s Daniela Raco this week runs a full-length inter- 

view on Sydney FC’s exciting new striker David Zarilic. 
The Socceroo explains all in this concise report an foot- 
ball, life and his expectations on the new A-League season. 
TURN TO PAGE 18 
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amsley have let David 

Scarsella go on trial with 
League One rivals Torquay 
United. 

Torquay have problems in 
goal after loan goalkeeper Phil 
Bames retumed to Sheffield 
United leaving only young Scot 
Paul Jarvie at Plainmoor. Jarvie 
made his Football League debut 
against Barusley last weekend. 

Scarsella arrived at Barnsley 
in July 2004 after spending last 
season with Adelaide United. 


wake 


prmet Perth Glory fullback 

Jamie Coyne is returning to 
Australia after being released 
from his contract at ADO Den 
Haag by mutual consent, 

Tae 24-year-old Australian 
has been plagued by injuries this 
season and has managed just one 
appearance, in the Amstel Cup 
tie with FC Zwolle. Coyne, who 
was twice a league champion 
with his former club Glory, will 
now return to his homeland in an 
attempt to re-start his career, 
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ye another player has left cur 
shores bound for the 
Malaysian Super League in a 
quest for not only playing regu- 
larly but financially bettering 
themselves. 

Sydney Olympic’s Fijian 
‘Tulermaticual Esala Masi was this 
week snapped up by Johor. 

The Malaysian side was in 
need of a striker and the big 
Fijian skipper was on hand to 
gain a fruitful contract. 

‘Masi played his last match for 
the Blues last week against 
Central Coast United before 
departing for Malaysia on 
Wednesday. 

The former Wollongong 
Wolves and Newcastle United 
attacker has held a pretty good 
goal scoring average in the now 
defunct National League. 

Masi was to be followed by 
fellow team-mate Shane Lyons 
at Johor but negotiations did not 
eventuate 

It is believed that Sydney 
Olympic were helped by the 
Masi sale with a $10, 000 wind 
fall for the club. 


ke 


rismouth hope to have 

Hayden Foxe fit by the mid- 
dle of next month. 

‘The Australia international 
has been missing since foot 
surgery in December 2003, but 
club chiefs have been encour- 
aged by his progress in recent 
‘weeks tnd hope to field him in 
reserve team games in mid- 
April 

That would give Foxe a 
chance of being involved in 
Pompey's last couple of games of 
the season in May against Bolton 
and West Brom. It's make or 
break for the popular Aussie, 
with his contract expiring at the 
end of this season, 
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‘olves fullback Kevin 

Muscat will join 
Melboume Victory at the end oF 
the English Championship sea- 
son, 
Muscat has been in talks with 
Victory and will Millwall chair 
man Theo Paphitis confirming 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


= 


days. 


for three weeks. 


Esala Masi: Fijian International has signed with Johor 


Rika kak 


ussie defender Ante Juric 
vill miss out on the opening 
round of the Asia Cup with 
Pahang due to a shoulder injury. 
Juric helped the Super League 
champs back to winning ways 
last week with a victory over 
Malacca Telekom, but suffered a 
collar bone injury and will be out 


The Austalian will miss 
Pahang’s opsning Asia Cup 
Group E match against S- 


that a cull of the club's best play- 
crs was due because of financial 
concems, the Australia intema- 
tional has agreed to retum home, 

Indeed, the Sydney Moming 
Herald says Muscat will commit 
to Melbourne in the next few 


‘League's Home United on March 
9. 


‘Their other opponents in the 
group are New Radiant of 
Maldives and Happy Valley of 
Hong Kong. 

"We went through this situa- 
tion last season, Just when we are 
getting it together, one or two 


impoctant players suffer 
injuries," said coach Zainal 
Abidin Hassan. 


Its quite shame that Juric 
was unable to tag down an A- 
League spot, 

His presence in defence wonld 
have done wonders for a certain 
squad this season. 


CAHILL - EVERTON’S 
DESTROYER 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


2 difference half a year has 
made for Australian superstar 
sensation Timmy Cahill, 


Since his transfer move from English 
First Division side Millwall to Everton this 
season, Cahill has clearly been the club's 
find of the year. 

Known fo many as the Australian pin-up 
boy of 2005, Cahill has certainly made an 
impact in helping David Moyes’ squad 
tackle a top four spot in England’s Premier 


League. His intensity and the impact he’s 
had in terms of Bverton’s tactics has been 
phenomenal, 

Tough tackling and his never say die atti- 
tude tickled with his skill, speed and ability 
to win balls in the air have made Cahill the 
complete package. 

Its been rumoured that Cahill’s $5 million 
signing at the start of the year has now 
tripled to $20m, not bad for a lad that was 
‘once told by a Sydney coach that he did not 
have what it took to become a professional 
footballer. 


One of the English Premier League's Best ~ Aussie Timmy Cahill (right) 


2 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 8, 2005 


‘This certain coach said that Cahill was far 
‘oo small in size to make anything out of the 
‘game, my was this former Sydney Olympic 
coach wrong, 

Cahill’s determination is what led him to 
become one of this year’s Premiership best. 

Leaving Sydney’ with his passport and 
bags, Timmy scoured the pitches of 
Millwall in the hope of gaining a contract. 

‘He did just that and more making a mas- 
sive name for himself with the Millwall 
faithful. 

The Socceroo has been likened to 
Manchester United’s Roy Keane, a tough 
tackling never say die midfielder who packs 
quite a punch. 

Its surely been Cahill’s year this season in 
terms of the Australians abroad, 

Last year it was Parma’s Marco 
Bresciano who really took the Italian Serie 
Abby storm. 

Injuries though have prevented Bresciano 
in completing yet another successful year in 
Italy which is something Cahill hopes won't 
happen to him next year. 

His name has been chanted so many 
‘times at Goodison Park, its little wonder the 
boy from down-under has been nicknamed 
“The Destroyer’, 

Having scored seven goals this year, a 
Champions League spot would certainly fit 
in nicely for the Australian star 

Before jetting off to England for his start 
with Everton this year, Cahill said that it 
would be great just making up some min- 
utes with the Toffees. 

“['m really happy that Everton have 
signed me, all Ican do now is train well and 
hope that David Moyes gives me a chance. 

“T'm not expecting to waltz right in but 
will fight for a spot. 

“In saying that, playing a couple of min- 
‘wes here and there would be a dream come 
‘true for me”, were the exact words Cahill 
stated before his departure to England. 

‘Now six months later, and Cahill’s name 
has been hoisted high on top of the English 
Premier League’s ‘to watch out for’ lis 

‘Thank god the powers that be did their all 
in granting Tim a chance to play for the 
Socceroos, could you imagine if this oppor- 
tunity was lost? 

Keep your eyes peeled on Tim Cahill for 
both club and country as the gritty midfield- 
er only gets better as the weeks go on, 


Brazilian 
jst tare tigre rmaery Sata 
sport in this country. 

Haydon is believed ‘tp be the first player from Australie to 
sign with a Brazilian Serie A futsal: team and is reported. to 
have signed a six-month contract. 

‘The 22-year-old left in January to begin pre-season with 
a eee rele a mae aoe 


base team is sponsored by Dal Ponte, who also sponsor 
Haydon's team in Australia. the Dal Ponte Vikings in 
‘Queeastand. 

‘Fatsal bas come through leaps and bounds in Australia and. 
‘With this fantastic news on Haydon’s signing in Brazil could 
come anew era for the game in Australia 

Brazil is renowned for having the best Futsal ‘squad: and 
‘competition in the world so Haydon will be in 3 world with all 
the elite flying the Australian flag. 


AUSSIE OFF TO BRAZIL 


A-LEAGUE DRAW ANNOUNCED 


August with Newcastle ets at 
home to Adelaide United and 
Perth Glory hosting Central 
Coast Mariners. 
Queenslands newest pro- 
fessional sports team, 
Queensland Roar, will host 
the New Zealand Knights on 
Sunday while Aussie 
Stadium will be the venue for 
the opening round block- 
buster between Sydney FC 


and Melboume Victory. 

“We've said from the 
beginning this is a modest 
start” said FFA CEO John 
O'Neil. 

“We lave worked hard 
with the clubs, venues. and 
Fox Sports our broadcaster to 
ensure the draw isa fair but it 
is also built around giving as 
many people access to the 
matches in family friendly 


fhe new national foot- 
4 ie 

moved a step closer 
on Monday when Football 
Federation Australia 
released the draw for the 
inangural Hyundai A- 
League season. 

A four-week pre-season 
challenge will provide the 
platform for the season which 
will kick off on Friday 26 


PROUDLY SPONSOR 


Tigers Junior Soccer Club Inc 


Seeks talented & motivated Players, Coaches, Managers in all the following 
teams U6, U7, U8, U9, U10, U1, U12, U3, U14, U15 & U16 
Over 35s and All Age Men’s Teams 
Girls U10, U12, U14, U16 & Women’s All Age Teams 


@ WANT TO JOIN A CLUB WITH VISION 
@ THE ONLY CLUB IN THE DISTRICT THAT OFFERS A 
DIRECT “PATHWAY” INTO THE NSW PREMIER YOUTH 


LEAGUE, THEN CALL THE CLUB'S INFOLINE 9560 5414 NOW! 
Please nate that all Chaching Applications will be handled discreetly 
‘The dub is also seeking a Women’s Convenor & Coaching Director forthe 2006 Girls 
UI0, UI2, U14 & U16 Com 
As the club is entering teams in the 2006 NSW Women’s Premier League 
FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE THE CLUB'S ADMINISTRATOR — Pia Scarselletta — 95605414 


PN 
(f *} _A.P.LA. LEICHHARDT TIGERS F.C. INC 
ir ey) FIELDS TEAMS IN THE STATE’S MOST ELITE 
COMPETITIONS 
O THE NSW PREMIER LEAGUE — First & Reserve Grades 


._ OTHE NSW PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE - U13, U14, U15, U16 & U18s 
Players who have the ability to play at First Grade level in the 
NSW Premier League can direct discreet enquiries to the club’s 
Head Coach — Les De Calls — 9716 1702. 
‘Coaching Applications for the 2006 NSW Premier Youth League Competition are now been considered discreetly via 


FAX 9560 5418 INFOLINE: 9560 5414 


A.P.LA. LEICHHARDT TIGERS F.C. INC 


===’ PARTICIPATES IN THE WORLD'S MOST 
PRESTIGIOUS YOUTH TOURNAMENT ANNUALLY 
THE COPPA CARNEVALE TOURNAMENT IN VIAREGGIO — ITALY 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
Are sought from ambitous U17s through to U20s PLAYERS who 
wish to participate in the 


58° Annual Viareggio Tournament — February 2006 
(As well as to form the club's 2006 U20s NSW Premier League Squad) 


‘The Viareggio Youth Tournament or ‘Coppa Camevaie' ts the ultimate youth (U/20s) football 
‘competition in the world. Teams like AC Milan, Parma, Juventus, Lazio, Roma, Florentins, Bayern 

United participate every year In the prestigious 
vale" tournament. The Viareggio toumament generates a great deal of media interest 

both nationally and internationally. 

ttallan sports dally newspapers like The Gazzatta dallo Sport and ttalian eports television stations 

‘covAr mat games. Tha taurnament alse ‘norant dal of Europaan Club Interaat am 

European clubs send their scouts to all games. 
‘Absolute confidentiality will be preserved. 


“For further Information and enquiries call John Romeo, Tochnical Director of tho 
‘APLA. Leichhardt Youth Football Academy on 0412-808-114 


times.” Round two will see 
the teams that played away in 
round one get a home match. 

While most of the matches 
will be played on Friday, 
Sarurday and Sunday some 
trial of Thursday nights will 
take place and one Monday 
night game. 

Importantly no games will 
be played at the same time 
and no team will have to play 
more than two games in-a- 
row away from home 

“We felt it was very impor 
tant for the fans that clubs 
dont play too many games 
consecutively away from 
home”, added Mr ONeill. 

‘The finals series will com- 
mence on 10 February 2006 
and will run for four weeks. 
‘The top four teams will qual- 
ify with 1 v 2 and 3 v 4. 
There will be home and away 
semi finals followed by a pre- 
liminary final and a grand 
final on 4 March 2006. 
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Littbarski to 


ydney FC boss Pierre 

Littharski expressed 

his satisfaction after 
training his squad for one 
full week. 

‘The former German World 
Cup winner declared a desire 
to change the tactical format 
of the team, but said he was 
happy they all survived after 
‘one week of intense fitness 
work. 

"Most of the players sur- 
vived physically, which is 
good, and they are working 
very hard,” he told the Sun 
Herald. 

"But there will be some big 

, tactically.” 

"Everybody does the 
whole session at full pace, I 
want us to slow down and 
Keep the ball." 

"The players are improv- 
ing, but there is sill a Jong 
way to go." 

Littbarski_also revealed 
that should Sydney's bid to 
sign Birmingham striker 
Dwight Yorke as their mar- 
quee player fail, a plan B will 
include a search in the coun- 
try where he previously 
coached; Japan. 

“If we cannot get Yorke, 
then [ am interested in a very 
famous guy from Japan," he 
said. 


Syaiey FC’s lan Crook (left) and Pierre Littharski 
(right) shown testing its trial players. 


fielder Osvaldo Caro and 
Montenegrin playmaker 
Boris Lucic, 24, will all be 
going under the test 
fromLittbaski and assistant 
Tan Crook this week. 


Three more trial players 
arrived on Monday for their 
crack at a contract. 

Former Everton youth 
player David Carey, 31- 
year-old Uruguayan mid- 


Want Coaches + Players + 


Referees + Managers? 


Advertise in 

"We cannot pay him as 
much as he gets now, but this WY 
guy says he would like to 
work with me, and this is our 
only chance." 

"He is a good guy, and 
maybe he is interested. He is 
areally big name in Jepan.” 

Sydney BC have four spots 
left to fill on their roster and 
Littbarsi wants them populat- 
ed by aleft-back,a wide mid- 
fielder, adefensive midfielder 
and a striker. 

After a week of tials, 
Sydney FC have retained for- 
met Norther Ireland youth 
intemational Terry McFlynn 
and Frenchman Pierre 
Demon, 

McFlynn is known as a 
tough defender while Demon 
is a left fullback who spent 
most of his career playing in 
the lower leagues in France. 


Contact 
Jobn Economos 


(02) 9744 6984 


‘Sydnaywide Phone: 9949 5247 @ Mobile 0418 263 644 
werw.readysetgoal.com.au_ 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND 14 FIXTURE. 


Home Team 
Rockdale City Suns 
Marconi Stallions 
Manly United FC 


SATURDAY 12 MARCH 


‘Away Team - Veaue Time 
Blacktown City Demons St George Stadium 7.00pm 
St George Saints Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 
Central Coast United 


SUNDAY 13 MARCH 


“Late venue kick-off change please check Soccer NSW website www.soccernsw.com.au 
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Rockall wins second CRESCENT STAR 


‘Julie Dolan Medal’ 


‘SW Sapphires captain 
N= Rockall has been 

named winner of the ‘Jolie 
Dolan medal' as player of the year 
for the 2004/05 Women's National 
Soccer League season, 

The 27-year-old midfielder, who 
has made 11 appearances for the 
Quotas Matldas, wins the award for 
the second time afier also claiming the 
prestigious honour in 2000/01. 

Rockall finished ahead of a num- 


‘ber of Qantas Matildas to win the 
honour named after former long-serv- 
ing national team player and captain 
Julie Dolan. The top five polling- 
players were rounded out by Northern 
NSW's Joanne Peters and Katie Gill 
plus Queensland Sting duo Lana 
Harch and Sarah Walsh, 

‘The WNSL Rising Star award has 
been claimed by 18-year-old 


Queensland Sting striker Sasha 
McDonnell. Scorer in the Sting’s 2-0 


Lj 


Taryn Rockall: Talented NSW Sapphires star has taken out this 


Grand Final triumph over Northera 
NSW last December, McDonnell is 
eligible for the award which is pre- 
sented to the highest polling player 
who made their staring debut during 
the season. 

Norther NSW's Katie Gill who 


year's Julle Dolan Medal 


figured prominently on the Qantas 
Matildas recent successful tour of 
China is also confirmed as winner 
of the 2004/05 WNSL top goalscorer 
award with 13 goals, six goals clear 
of Queenslanders Jessica Mitchell and 
Lana Harch, 


SAY "VANJA IS 
OURS" 


NSW Premier League clab Sydney Crescent Star, have 
issued a waning to all and sundry, involved in the discus- 
‘sion regarding the future of lanky Croatian goalkceper 
‘Vanja Tyesa - "TALK TO US" 

“We haves two year contract with the player, and we 
a his official immigration sponsors" said Star secretary 
‘Autila Atasever. 

"Like any club, we would like to see = quality player 
like Vanja, progress into the A-League, and our represen- 
lntives are now talking to Newcastle. who have expressed 
‘on interest” said Atasever. ‘The ridiculogs thing is thet 


‘cussing deals. He is contracted to us and yoo can all talk 
fous." be added, 


“There are.a number of issues to tidy up, but we hope 10. 
‘have all resolved within w fortnight or so.” said Atusever. 


Zdrilic sets Sydney target 


avid Zdrilic has Juventus had all been there Aussie Stadium that is nor "Ithink ifitdoes work out caps and 19 goals for 
D=: to help new and hadn't won and then mally nearits42,500 capacity then you will sec a lot of Australia. 
Sydney FC manager Aberdeen come and doit, for rugby union games Aussies wanting to come He believes Littharski can 
Pierre Littharski transform "It was the best single involving the NSW Waratahs. back because it is very diffi- help fire him into contention 
Aussie Stadium into a foot- game that I can remember Without a sustainable cult overseas and a loag way for a slot in the World Cup 
ball arena that rivals the playing in before 60000 peo- league, Australia's football from home. finals play-offs later this year 
intimidating — European ple and nobody expecting us lovers are used to seeing their “It was amazing back then and would welcome playing 
venue where he enjoyed the to win. It was very special best talent depart for the to go overseas and a lot of alongside marquee signing- 
best night of his career. and one Til never forget. money and glory of Europe, _guyshave aspirations to goto target Dwight Yorke. 
The Sydney striker suc- "That stadium at Celtic But Sydneysider Zdrilic, Europe, but I think a good "Pierre has been great from 


ceeded where stars such as 
Michael Owen, Alessandro 
Del Piero and Ronaldinho 


the first minute and I'm used 
tochis style of coaching from 
my time in Germany," said 


Park is amazing just because 
of the atmosphere but the 
potential is there in Sydney 


who himself left Sydney 
United for Swiss club Aarau 
in 1997, can see a time when 


league will ensure they will 
want to stay in Australia, 
"E wouldve stayed a lot 


failed by scoring the winning and all my efforts are on cre- Australia's big name players longer overseas if the new Zdrilic, who numbers 
goal at Celtic Park - home of ating that kind of atmosphere such as Mark Viduka and league wasn't starting up, I German sides.‘ Ulm, 
Scottish champion Celtic - here. Harry Kewell retum home to must admit. Unterhaching and Eintracht 
that ended a 77-gume, 33- "We've got a lot to work finish their careers in the A- ‘The well-travelled Zadrilic among the eight clubs he has 
month unbeaten run in for but its a great challenge League. longs to add to his haul of 29 represented. 


and is very exciting with an 
excellent new coach. Our aim 


"T think a lot of the guys 
are watching closely to see 


Glasgow last April 
Juventus, Porto, Liverpool, 


Bayem Munich and _ is to pack this stadium out," how this A-League goes," . 

Barcelona were just some of commented Zdrilic of an said Zdrilic. 

the sides who failed to win at — ae I u 
the 60,000-capacity ground 


before Zdrilic's late goal 
inspired Scottish premier 
league strugglers Aberdeen to 
a2] win, 

That moment remains the 
30-year-old career highlight 
but he believes there is suffi- 
cient football interest in 
Sydney to rival the renowned 


talks over Turnbull 


By Brett Klucznik 


In confirming his interest in tuning 
out for Glory, Turnbull said the situa- 


Celtic Park atmosphere. ontractual wrangles look like- tion was in the hands of his manager 

"It is great to be playing at ly to rob Perth Glory of and the two clubs. "(Standard) has pro- 
a great stadium in Sydney," Belgium-based goalkeeper posed a new three-year contract (but) I 
said Zatilic after his third day Michael Turnbull. want to be playing football and not sit- 


ting on the bench, so going back to 
Perth would be a good opportunity,” 
said the shot-stopper. 

"My manager is speaking to the club 
and seeing what my options are (but) 


of pre-season training under 
1990 German World Cup 
‘winner Littbarski. 

"Just like at Celtic Park, I 
want to be playing in front of 


‘The former Marconi Stallions player 
has expressed a desire to sign with 
Glory but his club Standard Liege are 
reluctant to release him until his con- 
tract expires at the end of June 


a full house here. Glory are due to compete in the qual- Perth is obviously very keen. Europe is 
"To be on that kind of stage ‘fying series for the World Club my number one priority and if 1 went 
(Celtic Park) was awe-inspir- Championship in May, but Standards _ back to Perth for year of so, I'd still be 


ing and scoring the winner stance effectively rules Turnbull out of looking at going back overseas - it 
scoring 


Michael Turnbull: The Standard 


was a dream in itself. It the tournament should he head to Perth. would be a stepping stone. “I'm almost _ jage keeper has been linked 

makes you appreciate why Complicating matters is Glory's other 24, I think that T need to be playing with the Perth Glory 

you play football. 2 sarraed goalkeeper, Serbia and Montenegro games to be getting experience.” ee cnet 
"They had gone so long LASSIE youth international Milan Jovanic is ‘The former Stallions has been play-,,, Wmmbul's known in the footballing 


circles as one of Australia’s brightest 


unbeaten and teams like custodians, 


Barcelona, Bayem and 


still awaiting visa approval before arriv- 
ing in Australia, 


ing third fiddle at Liege to keepers 


David 2a Srcoey, FC's gun attacker wants to Jeremy Devriendt and Vedran Runje. 
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‘Mariners 


Mark Stavroulakis 


jhe Central Coast 
"Tiss 

swing last week as 
the club went through its 
first pre-season paces at the 
luxurious Mingara sporting 
complex under the ruefal 
eye of Scotsman Lawrie 
McKinna. 

With 18 spots already 
sown up for the up and com- 
ing A-League season, 
McKinna has left the door 
‘open for two contracts with 
six possible trialists set to bat- 
tle it out in two weeks time. 

“At the moment I have 
finalised agreements with at 
least five players who will 
come on trial at the Mariners. 

“J can say that Tarek 
Erich, Russell Woodruffe 
and Stefan Del Zio have all 
been confirmed while two 
Central Coast United players 
and a youngster from 
Queensland could be on their 
‘way as well,” McKinna stated 
to ABSW. 

Sydney Olympic’s 18: 
year-old attacker Tarek 
Elrich, known to many as 
Ahmad’s little brother, has 


is what I will do when we 
come together in a few weeks 
time, 

“At the moment I’m con- 
centrating on my duties with 
Sydney Olympic but my main 
‘goal is to make an A-League 
squad, hopefully it could be 
the Central Coast Mariners”, 
Eirich said. 

‘The trial criteria will take 
place for a full week where 
‘McKinna will test the young 
boys out before coming out 
with a final result on the 
Friday. 

“Tests will obviously be 
conducted in seeing who has 
what it takes to get the final 
two contracts but at this stage, 
‘one contract could be already 
given away.” 

‘That cne contract that 
Tooks certain to fall a certain 
playmaker’s way is Marconi 
Stallions midfielder Leo 
Carle. 

The creative midfielder has 
put on dazzling display so far 
in the NSW Premier League 
season this year and its been 
his efforts with the Stallions 
that have eared him a possi- 
ble Mariners contract. 

“We cannot sign Leo at the 
moment as he is curently 
under contract at Marconi 


Leo Carle: The stylish Marcon! midfielder could join 
the Mariners thls season 


had a sterling year so far in 

the NSW Premier League, 
‘Tarek stated his delight in 

the trials and is hoping that he 


could gain one of the two 
contracts let. 

“I have to give it my best 
during the tial period and that 


overseas fee 
Australian 


SUBSCRIBE 


To Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
out every Tuesdays 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for 


1-98 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW 2037. 


until the end of the season but 
we have offered him a deal 
and if he accepts then we are 
willing fo wait until bis con- 
tract ends at the club. 

“We do not want to step on 
anyone's toes with any NSW 
Premier League club so we 
will be abiding by the rules 
but as I said earlier, if Leo 
accerts, then we will wait for 
him? 

Te the negotiations do prove 
fruitful then it will be a fami- 
ly affair when the Mariners 
$1995 (GST incl) 
$255 (GST incl) made payable to i 
and British Soccer Weekly at Leo’s younger brother 
Nick has been snapped up by 
the Newcastle Jets this year 
and it will be a memorable 


spectacle to see both brothers 
MATCH REPORTS, goatit. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS. ee had the plese 

x playing alongside t 

AEE ES) this year with the Stallions but 

SOCCEROOS NEWS, the stage will certainly be set 
TRANSFER NEWS, if the pair go head to head, 

CLUB INFO, Away from the playing ros- 


<s 


NAME: ....... 
ADDRESS: .... 
SUBURB: ..... 
STATE: 


Italian, UK, Spanish, Greek, German and World Results. 


Subscription will be malied by post - expect delays to occur 


ter, McKinna was rather 
pleased with his side's first 
showing at pre-season last 
week and stated that the 
squad was building for the 
‘World Club Championship 
Qualifiers. 


“We haven't hit the hard 
stuff yet at training but we 
will siowly get to that. 

“T've been 
impressed with the way the 
lads have bonded together, a 
lot of the boys know one 
another from their former 
National League teams. 

“ will implement training 
‘wite a day this week in order 
of getting ready for the 
wee” 


WORLD ROUND-UP 


Including: 


Seine ks ote SPOSTCODE: cuca los 


ABSW (&} 


set to finalise squa 


Tarek Elrich: Sydney Olympic's rising young star is hoping to impress at the 
Mariner trials for a possible A-League contract 


Prior to the qualifiers, the port the side, a handful of into the Mariners. 
Mariners have organized a Sydney suburbs could jointhe “I'm expecting them to 
friendly hit-out —in__ new revolution. make the small trek to the 


Rockhampton against a local “I've heard that fans from Central Coast which would 
squad before tackling new North Sydney, Hornsby, surely boost up our crowd 
archrivals the Newcastle Jets. Gladesville and Kuringai — attendanees”. 
“Tes more of a promotional have all gained a keen interest 
tour in ton, but all 
Auer eae as CENTRAL COAST 
first game against the Jets. 
“We have an expected 
20,000 people coming to the 


qualifiers so it should be @ 
brilliant day for football in 
Australia”. 

Asked what he Ghought of 
his chances against the Jets 
were, McKinna stated: 

“On paper the Jets seem to 
have a stronger squad howev- 
er anything can happen when 
both sides meet on the day. 

“{ am really looking for- 
ward to the clash as it will set 
the scene for what we cai all 
expect during the A-League 
season between both sides. 

“There will be crowds 
from both Newcastle and 
Central Coast willing their 
team to victory, this is some- 
thing that players Cannot wait 
to see.” 


ATTENTION 
PLAYERS 


Have a SOLICITOR handle 
your next deal 
“DON'T BE CAUGHT OUT” 


With so much publicity 
being put towards the promo- 
tion of the Jets in Newcastle, 
the Mariners have also had 
their fair share of support. 

“I can say that the media 
has been great during our first 
‘week of training. We have 
had camera crews and papers 
from all parts of Sydney, the 
Central Coast and Newcastle 
plugging our squad. 

“Its what the game needs at 
the moment and I’m sure 
they'll give us plenty of it” 

‘The Mariners have certain- 
ly got their act together in 
terms of gaining new support 
for the new year, in Lawrie’s 
eyes, the Scotsman has pre- 
dicted that not only the locals 
from Central Coast will sup- 


CONTACT 
GEORGE DRACA 


OF 
ALBERT MACRI 
@ PARTNERS 


79A BATHURST ST, 
LIVERPOOL NSW 


PHONE: (02) 9601 7888 
FAX: (02) 9601 5996 
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Kristian Sarkies: 


Victory’s baby faced assassin 


By “t's been really good, Grammar school in using 
Mark Stavroulakis taining has gone well so far their new $18 million pitches. 
SSS With the Victory but we “What more can I say 
‘on’tlet the baby face haven't hit the hard stuff yet. about the facilities at 
you, Melbourne “We're doing more of a Melbourne Grammar but that 
Victory’s latest local tactical pre-season which being first class. 
signing Kristian Sarkies is involves alot of running with “is in a nice area as well 
known fo pack a mean the ball but overall its beena (Port Melbourne) but its got 
punch in more ways than relief in finally getting the neping meses 
one. chance to train and play once Pre-season has started off 
Currently known as the — more”, with ten Victory players 
Victory’s youngest squad Emie Merrick has tied ina going through the paces with 
member, the 18-year-old mid- wonderful facility that has three stars currently out 
fielder has been at full stretch hadall the Victory boys wow- injured. 
during the club’s first week of ing with glee afier agreeing to. Simon Storey, Michael 
pre-season, a deal with the Melboume Ferrante and Daniel 
= Piorkowski were all sidelined 
but should be back training 
very shortly. 
“The team at the moment is 
looking quite good. T think the 
squad has recruited well and T 
know that we still have a few 
more new players to come to 
the squad. 
“Having the likes of Archie 


Melbourne Victory’s free-kick specialist — 
Kristian Sarkles 


‘Thompson and Andy Vlahos 
coming to the squad, also the 
new player signed from 
Belgium has strengthened our 
ead 

Sarkies’ association with 
coach Merrick has not been 
cone of overnight. 


‘The youngster was first 
seen by the Scotsman during 
his early days as a scholarship 
holder at the Victorian 
Institute of Sport 

“T had Emie as a coach 

when I was thirteen when I 
signed with the VIS on my 
scholarship. 
“Tye had him for a good 
four-five years so he pretty 
much know's me back to 
front. 

“Its an added bonus having 
him here, he will certainly 
help out the squad especially 
in terms of helping out the 
youth and developing them 
into senior footballers”. 

Having made his profes- 
sional debut as a young 16- 
year-old for South 
‘Melboume, Sarkies embarked 
‘on a memorable trip late last 
year which saw’ him take a 
three-week trial with English 
Premier League side Everton 
FC. 

Thanks to the efforts of 
Merrick, the trial was onga- 
nized more for experience 
which Sarkies stated, he 
savoured every moment. 

“Tt was an unreal trip. A 


three-week trial but more of 
‘an experience was something 
that I will remember for = 
while. 

“1 went with Adrian 
(Leijer) and we got to train 
with both the first team and 
reserve squad but the high- 
light was training with the 
seniors. 

“Having the likes of 
Duncan Ferguson, Lee 
Carsley and Timmy Cahill 
playing against you, it was 
really one of those things you 
first had to pinch yourself to 
see if it was true”. 

The former South 
Melbourne star said that the 
youth of Australia weren't too 
far away from the standards 
‘of the English youngsters 
coming up the ranks, 

“When we were training in 
the reserve squad we knew 
‘we could mix it up with them. 
Physically and technically we 
were better it was the step up 
from the reserves to the senior 
squad that we saw a huge dif- 
ference, 

“Whatever the case, I 
know that I would love to 
play uverseas one day, espe- 


cially in England”, 

Having signed a two-year 
deal with the Victory, Sarkies 
is aiming to play as many 
games as possible and is hop- 
ing to improve his game for 
the better. 

‘One such job that the 


that of cleaning duty at the 


Victory - 

“Being the youngest in the 
squad, things like picking up 
cones and packing up the gear 
for washing have been assist- 
ed to me. Like an apprentice 
style method which the lads 
take the mickey out of some- 
times.” 

Away from his Victory 
duties, Sarkies played an inte- 
gral part in the Young 
Socceroos passage inwards 
this year's U20 World Cup in 
the Netherlands, 

Like his partners-in crime 
Adrian Leijer and Vince Lia, 
the trio will be off soon for a 
final camp with Ange 
Postecoglou before the main 
event. 

“T've been extremely 
proud of wearing the green 


and gold jersey and have been 
happy with the way we've 
gone so far. 

“At the moment I think we 
havea camp organized for the 
end of next month and I 
believe its in Europe. 

“T can’t wait for the big 
cone, fingers crossed T make 
the final squad to fulfil my 
dream in playing a World 
Cup” 


One aspect of Kristian’s 
game that has impressed 
‘many onlookers has been his 
effectiveness from various 
dead ball situations, 

Quite often, especially 
with the Young. Socceroos, 
‘Sarkies was on hand to smash 
home « free-kick from very 
acute angles. 

"| sarted practicing my 
froe-kicks at the VIS, they 
really stressed that training 
and constantly getting your 
technique right would better 
me as a player especially in 
this situation. 

“Hopefully I can score a 
few miore of them this year 
for both club and country”. 


Kosmina snubs Agius Adshead scouting 
Australian talent 


delaide United coach John Kosmina 
has handed a snub to Aussie starlet 
red 

‘The Advertiser says the talented 21-year- 
cold has been told by Kosmina he could not be 
squeezed into the list of 17 senior players 

Agius burst onto the NSL scene last season 
afier being tempted back to football from 
Australian Rules. 

He was tipped for a late call-up to the 
Olympics squad and such was bis immediate 
impact he also spent time with Australia coach 
Frank Farina on a tour of North Queensland to 
promote the game, But despite impressing 
observers last week in a friendly against the 
Premier's XI, Agius, a former Australia UI7 
international, has been told he won't be con- 
sidered for the United squad. 

Kosmina says the youngster can continue to 


tran with United and may still land a contract 
as an emergency signing in the event sn 
‘Adelaide player is injured. 

This though may not spell the end of Agius 
in the A-League competition this season, 

Itis believed that Melbourne Victory coach 
Emie Merrick, who witnessed Adelaide 
United's friendly match against the Premi 
XT, was impressed by Agius’ performance. 

The Victory are still looking for a handful of 
players to finalise their squad and the former 
‘Australian youth intemational could possibly 
hold a key to the Vietory’s midfield. 

Close sources to ABSW have also stated that 
‘Travis Dodd has agreed to terms with 
‘Adelaide after concluding his one-year stint in 
the Greek First Division with Panionios. 

Dodd’s signing comes well in balance for 

Kosmina who has regarded the former 
Paramatta Power fiyr as one of the best play- 
ers in the business. 

Its also understood that the South Australian 
side has little or no chance of gaining the sig- 
nature of Hartlepool attacker Joel Porter. 

‘The former Australian international has 
‘been in impressive form with his English sec- 
ond division club this season that a few divi- 
sion one sides have been alerted to the 
Australian’s availability. 

Kosmina shortlisted both Dodd and Porter 
as an exciting overseas coup for the Adelaide 
side but now its certain that only one will sign 
with the club, 

One player that has caught the attention of 
both the Victory and Adelaide through his con- 
‘sistent performances at South Melbourne has 
‘been that of former Australian youth interna- 
tional Kosta Salapasidis. 

Having signed with the Blues this season, 
“Sala’ has really tured on the performances at 
Bob Jane Stadium. 

‘Bom and bred in South Australia, Kosmina 
‘could have Salapasidis as a late inclusion into 
his squad while Merrick, who has scouted 
many Victorian Premier League games could 
also come into the hunt. 


Parramatta 
Power coach David 
Mitchell is currently 


facing 2 dilemma of his 
own since taking the reigns 
of © Malaysian Super 
League outfit Sarawak this 


‘That dilemma is getting 
his club their first victory of 
the season. 

Also known as a former 
Feyenoord scout, Mitchell 
said that even though a vic- 
tory has not been on the 
cards yet, his involvement 
with the game at profession- 
al level has what has kept 
him in the fighting spirit of 
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‘ew Zealand Knights 
manager ‘John 
Adshead spent the 
past two weekends in 
Melbourne and Sydney 
scouting possible new 
recruits for his Kiwi squad. 
‘Adshead, who has been 
working with Oman's nation- 
al teams, didn't shy away 
from commenting on his 
plans to recruit several of 
‘Australia's best young players 
from under the noses of A- 
League rivals. 


football. 

“It beats sitting around 
coffee shops in Sydney won- 
dering whether I'd get 
another job”, Mitcbell stated 
to the ‘Daily Telegraph’ 

Prior to his involvement 
with Sarawak, Mitchell was 
out of a job for two years. 

Once touted a possible 
successor to Frank Farina at 
the Socceroos, Mitchell took 
the opportunity to continue 
his coaching career in 
Malaysia after again being 
left out of the A-League 
fold. 

“'m just glad I made the 
move. I felt as though I was 


NZ Knights coach 
John Adshead: 


rotting away. I was in a rut 
but its great to get the foot- 
ball brain ticking over 

Mitchell threw his hat in 
the ring for the Melbourne 
Victory coaching position 
‘but pulled out just before the 
club made its final decision 
‘on appointing Scotsman 
Emie Merrick. 

His dream of again coach- 
ing in Australia has not left 
the mind of the former 
Power coach but until then, 
coaching abroad and further- 
ing his CV. are currently 
high on his career agendas. 


"There's a lot of good 
young Australian players, and 
maybe they have overlooked 
‘one or two here. It would be 
nice to spot a few and then 
come back here with them 
when we are playing 
Melbourne,” Adshead told 
The Age. 

Although the Kiwis have 
signed only four players, 
Adshead said there were 


agreements with three 
English professionals with 
top-level pedigree, 


from the 
Jidressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


who celebrated his 30th birthday in style with fellow mates David Zarrilic (left) 


Australia do 
their home- 
work on 
South 
Americans 


n Australian spy will be 

almost every one of 

the remaining 35 matches in. 

South American World Cup 
qualifying. 

‘With Australia facing the 
fifth-placed Sonth American 
team in November, Football 
Australia want to know 
everything about all likely 
opponents to ayoid being 
caught cold like we were in 
Montevideo four years ago. 

‘Australian staff coach Ron 
Smith has set up an elaborate 
network to watch the seven 
countries with the potential 
to be our opponents. 

*"Welte going to be sending 
people over without any fan- 
fare, to let them get on with 
the job without any interfer- 
ence,” Smith said yesterday. 

"We've already got videos 
of each team playing a game 
at home and a game away. 
But TV tends to distort, 
because it gets in really tight. 
To get the bigger picture, it's 
amazing how much more 
you can see when you're at a 
game live. 

"Whether it's working out 
tactics, the way certain play- 
ers play, and even going as 
far as mapping out training 
facilities and ideal accommo- 
dation, its good to have a 
man on the ground." 

Argentina and Brazil have 
opened a gap at the top and - 
- are likely to finish among 
the top four qualifying 
directly. At the bottom, 
Bolivia are off the pace and 
unlikely to make up lost 
ground, 

Australia's likely oppo- 
nents will be from either 
‘Paraguay, Ecuador, Uruguay, 
Colombia, Peru, Chile or 
Venezuela, 

“Their last round of games 


and Steve Corlca (right) 


is on October 11 and I would 
be very surprised if it's cut 
and dried before then," Smith 
said. 

"With each country still to 
play eight games, there are 
seven countries within three 
points of each other. 
Paraguay, in third spot, are 
‘on 16 and Venezuela, in sec- 
ond-last spot, are on 13. 

"Tt might start getting a bit 
clearer after the round at the 
end of March. There are a 
number of six-pointers. 

"The permutation at pre- 
sent are endless, but the 
longer it goes and the fewer 
the matches that are left, we 
‘might be able to narrow our 
focus and concentrate on a 
smaller number of teams,” 

Smith says in an ideal 
world, countries that 
Australia would most like to 
avoid were Bolivia, Ecuador 
and Colombia, because of 
altitude problems, 

"There is nothing you can 
actually do to counter play- 
ing at high altitude,” Smith 
said. "Beyond that, you start 
looking at the number of 
players each country has 
playing in the top leagues in 


If that's the case, Ummguay 
are the ones to avoid, as they 
hhas the highest number, but 
generally, each country has a 
smattering of European- 
based players. 

“Colombia probably have 
the lowest number, but 
they've got a lot of talented 
players, so it really isn't 
going to matter. No matter 
who we play, its all going to 
be a very high standard,” 
Smith said. He will be at 
Buenos Aires for Argentina 
versus Colombia on March 
30. 


Bosnich still 
rates himself 


atk Bosnich believes 

that be can play at the 
top level once more, insisting 
that he is as good as any of 


the goalkeepers at the big 
clubs. 


‘The Australian's career 
has drifted since he picked 
up adrugs ban and was fired 
by Chelsea, Bosnich told Sky 
Sports News that only Caria 
Cudicini and Petr Cech at 
Chelsea have impressed him, 

"I've only watched three 
games since my ban and I 
haven't. been particularly 
impressed with what I've 
seen," said Bosnich, 

"T don't see why I can't 
come back at the level I was 
before - maybe even better 
with the training I am doing 
and the discipline 1 now 
have. 

"| didn't play for about 
nine months before I bad my 
Tast 11 games for Chelsea 
and, without blowing my 
‘own trumpet, those games 
were the best 11 games I've 
had in my career on a consis- 
tent basis. 

"IE I can stay injury free - 
which will come with fitness 
and discipline - there's no 
reason why I can't come 
back. 

"The two best keepers are at 
‘Chelsea I've worked with one 
and watched the other one 
this week. 

"There's no reason why I 
can't get back to that level, 
The second one (Cudicini), 1 
worked with and he wasn't 
better than me, 

"He may have been as good 
as me, but he wasn't better 
than me.” 


Tana: No 
Panic at 
Perth 


‘aving initially ques- 
‘tioned whether twenty 
players would be a big 
enough squad to cope with 
the demands of the new A- 
League competition, Perth 
Glory are now contemplating 
‘going into the campaign with 
less than its full quota. 
Glory hws lined up 15 
players and expect to make at 


least three more additions 
before the World Club 
Championship qualifiers in 
May, 


The club remains interest- 
ed in Hartlepool United for- 
ward Joel Porter, 
Belgien-based goalkeeper 
Michael Turnbull and former 
Glory defender Jamie Coyne 
whose currently with Dutch 
club Den Haag. 

But chairman Nick Tana 
revealed that Glory were in 
no bury to complete their 
squad and might even leave 
open one spot as a contin- 
gency plan, 

"That's possible but it will 
be the coaching staffs cal,” 
Tana said. "I believe they 
could go with nineteen play- 
ers and leave an emergency 
spot for whatever position.” 

Under the regulation of 
the new national competition 
clubs are restricted to having 
only twenty players under 
the $15 million salary cap, 
although players with long- 
term injuries can be replaced. 


Littbarski 
runs rule 
over trialists 


S ydney FC coach Pierre 
Littbarski welcomed a 
new group of international 
trialists this week after their 
individual visas came’ 
through, 

While its been reported 
that at least two contracts 
will be on offer for those in 
training, there are no guaran- 
tees as Sydney FC's front 
office speaks to other players 
and their agents recommend- 
ed by Littbarski. 

Hand-picked from: scores 
of applicants, the latest batch 
of trialists all have interna- 
tional pedigree and 
approached Sydney FC 
directly through their agents 
or intermediaries. 

Here's the pick of the cur- 
rent crop: 

Terry McFlynn 
(Northern Ireland): An 
attacking midfielder with an 
eye for goal. Came through 
QPR's youth system and cap- 
tained Northern Ireland's last 
Olympic Games qualifying 
campaign Has — impressed 
Littbarski in the first week of 
trials, though fitness could 
‘work against him, 


Stephen Weah (Liberia): 
Dynamic attacker who can 
play ona flank or through the 
middle as an out-and-out 
striker. Weah is a cousin of 
former World Player of the 
‘Year George Weah and has 
been capped twelve times for 
Liberia, scoring eight goals 
for his country. 

Visa problems held up his 
trials last week, but will com- 
mence training with Sydney 


FC this week. 

Osvaldo Carro 
(Uruguay): Experienced 
midfield schemer who has 
spent the majority of his 
career in Uruguay and 
Colombia's top-flight. 
Hopped onto a plane for 
Sydney last week only hours 
after starring for Plaza 
Colonia against Uruguayan 
powerhouse Penarol., 

Littbarski has made no 
secret he wants to secure an 
experienced midfield general 
and Carro could fit the bill. 


David Carney 
(Australia): Versatile left- 
sided midfielder. 

‘Turmed down an improved 
contract offer from Hamilton 
Academicals to return to the 
‘A-League this year. 

Only spent six months in 
Scotland, but quickly attract- 
ed interest from bigger 
Scottish First Division and 
Premier League elubs with 
his exciting performances 
both as a winger and maraud- 
ing lefi-back. 


Boris Lucie (Serbia & 
Montenegro): Genuire box- 
to-box midfield general with 


To Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
out every Tuesdays 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for 
$195 (GST incl) 
overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly at 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW 2037. 


a howitzer-like shot, Only 
24, Lucic is one of Serbian 
football's youngest top-flight 
club captains and helped 
Rudar Pljevija to domestic 


Cup success two years ago, 


Young 
Socceroos 


The Qantas Young 
Socceroos have been drawn 
against host nation the 
Netherlands in group A of 
‘the 2005 FIFA World Youth 
Championship following the 
draw ceremony conducted in 
Utrecht. 

‘Also in group A are 1999 
finalists Japan and African 
qualifiers Benin with all of 
Australia's group matches to 
>be played in the southern city 
of Kerkrade. 

The Australians have also 
been granted the honour of 
playing in the opening match 
of the tournament on June 10 
against Benin, 

“Whilst there are no easy 
games at world champi- 
onship level, it's a pretty 
good draw for us," said 
National Youth Coach Ange 
Postecoglou. 


MATCH REPORTS, 


"We have avoided being 
paired against the South 
Americans this time - we 
have been drawn against 
Brazil or Argentina on a 
number of occasions in 
recent times. 

"The Dutch will obviously 
be extremely tough especial- 
ly at home but it will be a 
‘great experience for the play- 
ers to enjoy the spotlight and 
hype that goes with a match 
against. the host-nation” 


The full Group A fixtures 
for the Qantas Young 
Socceroos is 


Australia y Benin 
Friday 10 June - 4pm 
(Suturday 11 March ~ 

‘2am AET) 


‘Australia y Netherlands 
Wednesday 15 June - 
8.30pm 
(Thursday 16 March - 
43am AET) 


Australia v Japan 
Saturday 18 June - 1.30pm 
(Saturday 18 June - 
9.30pm AET} 


NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS 


AND LINE-UPS, 


SOCCEROOS NEWS, 


TRANSFER NEWS, 
CLUB INFO, 


WORLD ROUND-UP 


Italian, UK, Spanish, Greek, German and World Results 
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“is 
By Alan Clark Cannons’ coach Michael excellent size advice of the assistant referee of Webster to make a one- penalty save by Webster from lot of people here and the 
Chatzitrifonas was disappoint- “A. fair proportion of the who had spotted a hand-ball in handed diving deflected save. Coveny's spot-kick to have the atmosphere would be very 
outh Melbourne ed with theloss, butkept thngs attendance was there just tobe the move. "Kosta is super," said net bulge for the third time on Finals-like. (But) I can't be too 
retained its top position in perspective. part of the occasion, and so The Cannons bench was  Anastasiadis, the night, this time with a goal hard on my players. T thought 
fon the Vodaphone —"Isaid we were fortunate to _less-than-perfect sight-lines riled, at least partly because “Without taking anything which stood, we played well, particularly in 
Premier League ladder with get a point last week (in the did not detract from their they believed the goal had been away from any (other player), "These are the sort of games the first-half, and if 
a hard-fought victory over draw against Heidelberg) and enjoyment. chalked off for offside,and _helifts when we need him, and that you're really looking to we'd taken our chances, itd 
Oakleigh Cannons at Jack  itscome backto bite us inthe "They bad plenty of action, Marinos clearly wasn't he can play. I'm baffled why win,’ said Chatzitrifonas, have been a different story.* 
Edwards Reserve on Friday arse today. including a disallowed goal, to Not even after referee Adelaide United lethim go,but "We knew that there'd be a 
night, “But that’s football. Tmdis- contemplate by the half-time Domenic Barba as well as the who cares? - we've got him 
Peter Koutsoupias was first appointed for the boys, I didn't break. assistant advised that there had now." i o 
to react to a block by Cannons! think they deserved to lose ‘And then the slow fuse that been a handball was the But Pelikan was able to find ype cabtae 3 re 
goalkeeper Stuart Webster of 2 the game.” hhad been lit at the game's com- Cannons’ mood assuaged. ‘moments where he could steal 


Vaughan Coveny penalty tonet_ ‘Tt was a match where mencement, burst info an "My initial reaction was that away from his shadow. seretereeeree cl 
the only goal ofthe game, four Oakleigh had the better of the explosive finish that provided (the assistmt) had been flag- Shortly after Salapasidis 
minutes from time, to send the fist-halfand where mostof the satisfying value for money. ging for offside," said _ spectacular velley, Pelikan had 
South support amongst the danger had been generated by Oakleigh perhaps shaded — Chatvitrifonas. hosted towards the far post 
healthy 5475 attendance into Ante Pelikan in the heart ofthe the first half, with positive "And then T got told it was onto a deep cross sent in from 

. Cannons’ midfield. returns from the sprightly com- for hand-ball. T thought it was the right by Poutakdis, but just 

‘Kosta Salapasidis had been _Pelikan' frst half influsnce binations Juan Nilo, Nick a clean goal, but that's the failed to make contact, when 
upended in the area by Nick was negated by Anastasiads at Marinos, Pelikan, and Sam breaks.” surely the slightest would have 
TTolios after a storming run, _the break when he brought on Poutakidis were able to con- _Pelikan'sinfluence was halt- resulted in a fine goal. 

South “coach John George Tzirtis with the sole jure. ed by the change Anastasiadis South fans suffered from 
Anastasiadis was delighted at purpose of man-marking the Oakleigh, thought it had wrought atthe interval. premature conflagration when 
his team's start to the season.  rangy play-maker. taken the lead seven minutes South began to get a toe- they ignited their smuggled 
"Pre-season we started with "Pelikan's a very good play- before the interval when hold on the match, and flares after the ball had been 
nothing,” he said en said Anastasiadis. Marinos benefitted from a  Salapasidis became the game's netted eight minutes from time, 

"We had six friendly games "He caused us heaps of searching ball sent in from the player of influence in the sec- only to discover the game had 
and lost five, But the perfor- problemsin the firsthalf. Soto left to his nd balf that Pelikan was inthe restarted with a free-kick for 
mance was there even if the contain him, put someone on forward position. first. offside. 
results weren't. ‘Today just him, and I think it worked, Marinos tuned his marker Just. after the hour, a ‘Their depleted supply of 
shows that if you work hard, “Tack Edwards Reserve has and shot into the net but the _volleyed shot taken whilst air- flares was then set off when 
you get your rewards." beautiful playing surface, and goal was disallowed on the borne required the best efforts Koutsoupias followed in 


ROUND RESULTS 


Oakleigh Cannons 
South Melbourne 


Nick Dennis _ given a stright red card mid- finally got their Melbourne Knights 3 forthe fist half, but a second- 

way through the second half first victory of the season Bentleigh Greens 1 half double to Tomi Razov 

Sunshine Georgies 2 for a head-butt. with a convincing victory ‘and a goal to Neven Antic fin- 

Fawkner/Whittlesea 1 If that red card was clear- over struggling St Albans. i Knights had a work- ished Bentleigh off. In what is 

cut, Sunshine were not Preston came out attacking manlike victory over the becoming a pattem, the 

Sue George Cross pleased when they too were fom the opening minute and hapless Bentleigh Greens that Greens continue to make 

produced a spirited per- reduced to ten men in the spent most of the first half moves the Knights up into a good starts and remain com- 

formance to come from goal dying minutes when one of launching raids deep into St 
behind to defeat Fawkner on their best players, Emmanuel Albans’ territory. 

Saturday evening at Chaplin Muscat, was given a second Preston were getting plenty 


‘Sunshine Georgies .. 
Fawkner/Whittlesea . 


congested mid-table where 
just two points separates eight 
teams. 


petitive up to a point, but are 
then overrun by their oppo- 
nents asthe game wears on. 


Reserve. yellow card when he was  ofballs intothe box; however The game was scoreless 
Altona Magic... fetes teseesaeete Fawkner had dominated judged to have made contact a combination of goalkeeping, z 
Heidelberg United ......... wax vancawasonee the first half and looked to be with his arm to an opponent — heroics from Marijan Vunderl 
cruising to victory. ‘as they tangled on the ground. _and some poor Preston finish- 
Melboume Knights Within twenty minutes ing kept the scoreline goal- 
Bentleigh Greens . .. they had hit the lead; Jobn Altona Magic 1 less. 
Angelovski launched a free Heidelberg Utd 1 Preston's breakthrough 
. Kkick from the half-way Tine finally came fifteen minutes 
(Green| Guly.Cayalers.i into a crovided penalty box, the second week ins into the second half - a neat 


Essendon Royals 


anda firmheader from Blues’ row, Heidelberg had the one-two worked between 
striker Zoran Petrevski sent better chances and looked to Steve Manceski and Jone 
the ball iato the back of the be headed for victory, only to. Dimoski who then rounded 


net. allow their opponents to grab the keeper to score. 
Fawkner should have then an equaliser in the dying St Albans was forced to 
increased their lead: first mid- stages. posh forward in search of an 


fielder Frank Tramontana,  Heidelberg’s goal came in equaliser, and were exposed 
then Petrevski found them- the first half, from midfielder to the counter-attack, Preston 
selves one-on-one with Paul Roberts in a goalmouth duly punished them in the 


PwoD A Georges’ goalkeeper Robert scramble, although they could final five minutes with Pece 
South Melbourne 541 1 Brian, but hit tame shots have easily added another — Siveski the scorer. 
straight a: the keeper. couple. : 
GreeniGuly.cave. «5.3 = Fawkner were to rue those The second half say 2 Green Gull Cavaliers 1 jl Stu Riddle has been in outstanding form for 
Altona Magic 5 278 6 Jost opportunities in the sec- more improved performance ‘Essendon Royals 0 Alton Magic this season and is currently leading 
Cakleigh Cannons =—=s«S 22 4 hal feos Biooh Hes EBea the goal scorers charts with four 
‘A more purposeful search of an equaliser. een Gully moved into 
Preston Lions 514 7 Sunshine emerged from the Even in the second half second place on the 
Heidelberg United 514 3 break, and were quickly on Heidelberg had their opportu- table, a win behind South 
top. nities to put the game out of | Melbourne, after accounting 
Essendon Royals 521 4 Their first goal came from Teach but again poorfinishing for a sluggish Essendon on 
Melboume Knights 521 7 ‘a perfect cross from Trent let em down. ‘Sunday evening. 
; : Waterson met by Dusko ey paid the price when Green Gully, led by a dom- 
Sunshine Georgies 5-2 4 7 Delic’s header. just before the final whistle- inant midfield, Sans 
Frankston Pines 420 4 Five minutes later, Altona striker Alfonzo Opazo not to have won by a wider 
: Sunshine were in the lead, scored his first goal of the margin as they hit the post on 
Fee SS SOR 8 ¢ ay ERE Dee nde eeu ga MA le oi chee niasoad eg 
St. Albans Saints 510 6 for big striker Tony Neceski that keeps Altona near the top Rod. Vargas was the scorer 
Benteigh Greens 5 10 to head tome. of the tle. for the Cavaliers, with a head- 
Fawkner’s hopes of er from a Nick Tsaltas cross 
Bulleen Zebras 402 mounting a comeback were Preston Lions 2 midway through the first half. 


dashed when Angelovski was St Albans Saints 0 
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oach John Turner has 
stunned Bonnyrigg White 
Cate by announcing he'll 
retire from the job within weeks. 
The news comes just days ahead of 
Bonnyrigg's most important match of 
the season, a Premiership showdown 
with top team and local rivals Sydney 
United this Sunday afternoon. 
"It's one of the bardest decisions I 
have ever had to make, but this is defi- 
nitely my last season in football,” said 


‘Turner, "There is no better time than to 
go out ontop and now is as good as any 
to hang up the clipboard once and for 
at 


A former championship winning 
coach, Tumer has told the White Eagles 
he may need to walk away as early as 
two weeks, time to concentrate on busi- 
ness interests. 

‘The departure of Turner is sure to 
have record numbers of the White 
Eagles fans flocking to the clash with 
title favourites Sydney United, A 
record crowd is expected to be on hand 


to take in what looms as one of the 
defining games of the Season — the 
prize for the winner being one hand on 
the Premiership trophy. 

The players will have added incen- 
tive in the attendance of a number of A- 
League scouts, including New Zealand 
Knights boss John Adshead who is 
expected to cast an eye over Anthony 
Doumanis, Michael Hawrysiuk and 
Jimmy Bakis among others. 

But the real emotion will be saved 
for Turner, who after five seasons in 
charge of Bonnyrigg over two stints 
will depart for a new business opportu- 
nity on the south coast as soon as a 
replacement can be found. 

"There have been plenty of happy 
times at Bonnyrigg and it is very sad to 
g0, This committee has been the best I 
have ever been associated with and the 
support I have got from guys like Steve 
the president and George Mandic has 
been intrinsic to this team’s success. 
We have two games remaining in the 
first round and I am hoping to have the 
boys send us out on a winning note." 


LIF TOUT 


TURNER RETIREMENT 
'STUNS WHITE EAGLES 


Derby 
attracts 
record 
crowd 


Promoted as “The Derby”, last 
Sunday’s clash between friendly rivals 
Bankstown City Lions and Rockdale 
City Suns drew a season high Premier 
League attendance of 7,098 to Jensen 
Park. 

The crowd was the biggest for a 
match between the two clubs, who 
worked together to ensure the success 
of the day. 


(Pictured below, the two teams and 
their officials walk out onto the 
ground before the start of the game 
which finished in a 1-1 draw). 


| WINTER — 

SUPER 

LEAGUE 
HEADLINES 


@ Sutherland goalkeeper Stewart 
Vella saves TWO penalties in the 
first round of Winter Super League 
action. 


@Defender Luke McDougall tums 
goalscoring hero with a double for 
Sydney University. 


@The Hurstville derby ends in a 
draw. 


@Only three teams emerge from 
round one with maximum points. 


WOMENS 

‘@Gladesville score eight and 
Marconi and University. of NSW 
seven each in the opening round of 
the Arrive Alive Womens Super 
League. 


‘@Fab Perfilio scores four times for 
reigning champion Marconi. 


WK rystle Cassidy bags a hat-trick 
for Bathurst 


@Bathurst and Central Coast both 
start with a bang, as each collects 

three points from a successful trip 
to Sydney. 


FULL 
DETAILS On 
PAGES 15-16 
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BLACKTOWN .. 
SYDNEY UNITED . 

‘Top spot on the ladder is still up for 
grabs after Blacktown City and Sydney 
United played out a 2-2 draw at Fairfax 
Community Stadium on Saturday night. 

Tt was a classic game of two halves 
with Sydney United scoring twice in the 
first half and Blacktown coming home 
with a wet sal to equalise in the second. 
But it was the controversial late with- 
drawal of Sydney RC. recruit Mark 
Milligan that was the main talking point 


PENRITH NEPEAN . 
PARRAMATTA ... 
Parramatta Eagles picked up their sec- 
‘ond successive win with a 3-1 destruc 
tion of an injury ravaged Penrith Nepean 
United side at Cook Park, St. Marys. 
Eagles striker Steve Karavatakis 
proved there is still plenty of life left in 
the old legs, scoring a goal and setting up 
‘nother for his new team tomove to tenth 


1 


Recently appointed Marconi coach Les Schlenfiug Is still looking for 


Ge coarse Ee his first win since joining the Stallions 

BONNYRIGG ..... s+++2 Saints to produce arguably their best their winning way with a 2-1 defeat of 
MARCONT -+0 form of the season to score a second half 
equaliser via striker Tanju Balabanel. 
The result leaves St. George in seventh 
spot, while Manly remain inthe bottom 
three. 


bottom side Sydney Crescent Star. In a 
game that failed to really inspite, the 
Tigers showed only glimpses of their 
best form and had to rely on a late goal 
from new signing Leigh Gunn to settle 
the issue, 


Bonnyrigg hold a share of top spot this 
week after they drove yet another nail 
into the Marconi coffin with a 2-0 win at 
‘The Serbian Centre, Since former nation- 
al team coach Les Scheinflug was 
appointed to the Stallions camp they 
have lost three straight matches, not & 
good sign heading into the final two 
‘games of the first round. 


‘The draws continued in round 13 with 

Central Coast and Sydney Olympic split 

ting the points at Pluim Park. Both sides 

ne a # : 3 had chances to win the game. The home 

x +2 side dropped back to ninth, a win away 

‘Two late injury time goals kept the from eighth spot, currently occupied by 
Sydney Olympic. 


crowd in Canberra on their feet as the 
Wolves and Blue Devils played out a 
crackerjack 2-2 draw. 

Firstly Michael Clare gave the visitors 
the lead in the 91st minute, before Matt 
‘Valeri retumed serve a minuté later with 
the last kick of the game, The draw 
favoured neither side, both of whom are 


The highly anticipated yy" 
between Bankstown City and Rockdale 
City Suns ended in a tame 1-1 draw in 


il sap ol ate rea Red Meare eer A 
these out islet aoa oe ce et 


fa camera crew covering the game and 
beaming it back to Europe, where it will 
be shown this week. 


ST GEORGE . 
MANLY .. 

The Saints enigmatic season took 
another U-turn being held to a 1-1 draw 
by Manly United F.C. The visitors scored 
first via Orhan Dincer and forced the 


ook 


APLA-LEICHHARDT .. 
SYDNEY CRESCENT STAR ....1 
APIA-Leichhardt continued along 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND 14 FIXTURES 


SATURDAY 12 MARCH 


Home Team Away Team ‘Venue Time 

Rockdale City Suns Blacktown City Demons St.George Stadium 7.00pm 

Marconi Stallions St George Saints Marconi Stadium 7.00pm 
7.00pm 


SUNDAY 13 MARCH 
Away Team 


Eagles 
“Late venue kick-off change please check Soccer NSW website www.soccernsw.com.au 
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MID WEEK GAME 


GRADE sydney Crescent Star 0 AIS 1. 


ROUND 13 RESULTS 


FIRST GRADE: Belconnen Blue Devils 2 (A Castro 50m M Valeri 92') 
‘Wollongong Wolves 2 (S McGirr 65m M Clare 91"), Blacktown City Demons 2 
(A Kwasnik 41” N Imaya 68") Sydney United 2 (P Cardozo 5/14"), Bonnyrigg 
While Eagles 2 (V Tomasevic 8’ T Martin $8") Marconi Stallions 0, St George 
Saints 1 (T Balabanel 70") Manly United FC 1 (0 Dincer 17°), Central Coast 
United FC 1 (S Thomas 47°) Sydney Olympic 1 (G Owens $2’), Penrith Nepean 
United 1 (G McPherson 44") Parramatta Eagles 3 (J Kelso 6” S Karavatakis 79° 
‘A Kane 82°), Bankstown City Lions 1 (D Severino 46") Rockdale City Suns 1 
(N Bosevski 21°), APLA-Leichhardt Tigers 2 (N Tome 47m L Guna 90°) 
Sydney Crescent Star 1 (i Arango 75"). 

GRADE 20: Belconnen Blue Devils 1 (M Geria 56") Wollongong Wolves 1 
(R Bertakis 44°), Blacktown City Demons 1 (K Chun 81") Sydney United 6 (S 
‘Tresoglavic 6” L Glavas 15/22m A Zmire 11/23/35"), Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 
( Jevdic 75") Marconi Stallions 0, St George Saints 1 (V Milicevic 38") Manly 
United FC 3 (M Evans 9" $ Teghini 87° A Short 91'), Central Coast United FC 
2.(A MeLooghlin 35° C Hakan 407) Sydney Olympic 2 (W Hijezi 1" T 
Papadopoulos 67"), Penrith Nepean United 1 (L Infanti 29°) Parramatta Eagles 
1 (E Berger 90°), Bankstown City Lions 2 Rockdale City Suns 2, A.PILA- 
Leichhardt Tigers 1 (T Panuccio 84") Sydney Crescent Star 0. 


TOP GOALSCORERS 


As at Sunday 6th March 2005 


13 Adam Kwasnik (BCD) 

11 Nick Bosevski (RCS) 

9 Robbie Cattanach (BD) 

7 Labinot Haliti (SU), Tallan Martin (BWE), Pablo Cardozo (SU) 
6 _ Ilia Prenzoski (RCS), Shane McGirr (WW), 


FIRST GRADE 


PwWwoD?L D Pts 

197 5 1 $216) 14: 26 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 13 8 2 3 28 15 13 26 

Blacktown CityDemons 13 8 2 3 28 24 4 2%6 

AP\A.LeichhardtTigers 13 7 4 2 12 8 4 2 

36 6 1:1 1 2 

36 4 3 4 0 4 RB 

35 3 5 2 18 4 18 

95 3 5 2 17 3 18 

19°43 6 2 16 6 15 

m3 4 2 7 47 6 3 14 

$3 4 6 15 2 6 13 

132. 6) cS 18°20 2 12 

Blue Devils m2 6 5 A wm 8 

Manly United FC 32 6 6 2 2 9 12 

Penrith Nepean Utd 133 3 7 2 % 40 12 
*Sydney Crescent Star Eos A aie 


“Sydney Crescent Star deducted -2 points 


PeaweeDanL- FSA. 7D. 'Pt 
Sydney Olympic 1% 1 3 0 3% OH 8 33 
Marconi Stallions 41 0 3 2 16 13 33 
‘Australian Institute of Spot =«13:«9 «0 4 St 1516 
Bonnyrigg WE {ak Namath ee 
Central Coast United 407 ed: Ta eg area 5 
Sydney United 27 2 3 @ 13 15 2 
Manly United FC 47 2 5 19 2 3 B 
Wollongong Wolves 6 2 5 A a 0 w 
Parramatta Eagles Pe Oueraers Series) 
Penrith Nepean United 45 4 5 2 2 0 19 
Blacktown City Demons 45 3 6 BB 7 18 
Biue Devils 43 5 6 DO B +8 14 
St George Saints 32 6 5 M MH 4 12 
APIA LeichhardtTiges 12 39 2 7 14 2 2 11 
Bankstown City Lions 1462 3 9 1 7 129 
Rockdale City Suns 142 2 1 8 2 1 8 
“Sydney Crescent Star 140 3 1 12 39 -27 2 


*Sydney Crescent Star deducted -1 point 


‘By Graham Cooke 


scrambled stoppage time goal 
by Matt Valeri salvaged a point 
for Blue Devils in a 2-2 draw 


with Wollongong Wolves at the 
Belconnen Soccer Centre last 
Saturday. 

It was the last kick of the NSW 


Premier League contest, referee Peter 
Vitkovski immediately checking his 
watch and blowing the final whistle on 
two frustrated and disgruntled teams. 
Devils’ assistant coach Steve Forshaw 
could equally well have been speaking for 
the opposition when he said: ‘We were 
naive. We had the game won and in the 


end we were lucky to save a point! 

After a first half in which both sides 
seemed totally insouciant to the chances 
they were making and wasting, it took a 
trademark strike from Alex Castro, five 
minutes after the interval, to break the 
mood. 

His ruthless 30-metre drive, which left 
goalkeeper Scott Whalan groping, pro- 


Matthew Valeri secured a point for the Blue Devils with a last gasp goal 
against Wollongong at Belconnen last Saturday 


duced a goal worthy of 2 happy ending. 
Unfortunately the supporting cast failed 
to rise ta the challenge. 

Just 15 minutes later Michael Katz 
conceded a free kick to Michael Clare a 
few metres outside the penalty area. 
Clare, deciding against any Castro-style 
heroics, floated in a cross which goal- 
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LOCAL VOCAL-TRIBAL 


VALERI RESCUES DEVILS 


keeper Nathan Denham got a hand to but 
failed to hold. 

‘Danny Macor, back on the line, tried to 
clear but only to a milling mass of players 
and Shane McGir side-footed a looping 
effort into the roof of the net. 

And so matters might have rested, but 
good many Devils games have a sting in 
their tail these days and this was to be no 
exception. With the clock ticking into 
stoppage time Clare, Wolves’ best player 
on the night, fired in a shot which beat 
Denham, Paul Harries shepherding itover 
the line. 

End of story? Not without the epilogue 
from Valeri, the striker-turned-central- 
defender returning to his old role to blud- 
geon the ball home following hesitation 
and uncertainty in the Wollongong 
defence, It was rather like McGirr's earli- 
er effort - desperate and ugly, but they all 
count, 

Wollongong coach Adrian Alston 
philosophised that clubs down on their 
luck rarely get an even break. The boys 
battled hard, worked to get the goals that 
could have given them the points, then let 
it slip) Alston said. 

“There's no excuse for letting The Blue 
Devils get into our penalty area so close 
to the end. That's the time in the game 
when you kick the ball out of the 
ground.” 

Forshaw roasted the Devils for making 
life too complicated for themselves. “tis 
happening too often, we are not Real 


By Peter Rowney 


attling Manly remained winless 
B: the road, but produced a 

spirited performance to hold 
finals aspirant St George to a 1-1 draw 
at St George Stadium last Saturday. 

St George were forced to re-shuffle 
their side. With Daniel Clifford making 
his starting debut, Mirko Jurilj pushed 
into midfield at the expense of the 
injured Brendan Renaud. With Daniel 
Watkins, new signing Ante Deur and 
Vince Savoca all being unavailable for 
varying reasons, it was a restricted Saints 
who were looking to overcome a Manly 
side keen to move away from the lower 
reaches of the table. 

Manly took the lead when Orhar 
Dincer, unmarked on the far post, was 
able to head past a stranded Andrew 
Crews in the 17th minute. 

Manly, which has now scored four 
straight away draws, were good value for 
their half time lead. With former Saint 
Dincer and James Monie up front, they 
regularly appeared dangerous 

Early in the second half, James Kovas 


came on for St George to increase their 
firepower, playing as a third striker. It 
was not long after when Tanju Balabanel 
equalised by flicking a near post header 
past Brad Swancott. 

This goal lifted the Saints, and they 
took control. Manly were forced to back 
pedal as the Saints searched for the win- 
ner and it almost came on a number of 
occasions, 

Five minutes from time, Jurilj struck 
from 25 yards and was unfortunate to see 
his curling shot smash against the post, 
with Swancott frozen to the spot. 


SAINTS STUMBLE AT HOME 


Then Kovas and Balabanel both had 
shots tipped over by the fingertips of the 
Manly keeper. 

Bradley Groves had a final chance for 
Manly, but ultimately a draw was a fair 
reflection of the game 


Wollongong’s Michael Clare was the Wolves best player against Blue 
Devils, but his 91st minute strike wasn’t enough to earn the visitors 
maximum points 
Madrid and whenever we start to think we and then missed chances to restore the 

are, we get into trouble,” Forshaw said. lead. 

"When we realise we are the good old. "In the end we were thankful for a 
Blue Devils, we perform much better. point in a game we should heve had 
"We conceded an unnecessary free wrapped up with all three long before." 
kick from which they got the equaliser, 


‘J Manly United FC 


| 


Mirko Jurilj (left) was the Saints best player in their 1-1 home draw 
against Manly United 
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jendly rivals Bankstown City 
jons and Rockdale City Suns 

shared the off-field organisation 
‘of a great day and the on-field spoils in 
a 1-1 draw, as the biggest crowd of the 
Premier League season crammed into 
‘Jensen Park last Sunday. 

Goals early in each half provided the 
excitement in a game that was keenly con- 
tested throughout and played in a carnival 
atmosphere in front 7,098 spectators, a 
record crowd for a match between the two 
clubs. 

Bankstown withstood a lot of Rockdale 
pressure in the first period and before long 
found themselves a goal down. In-form 
striker, Nick Bosevski’s cleverly flighted 
Job from deep on the left sailed into the top 
Tight comer of Zlatko Josevski’s net in the 
‘21st minute. 

Bankstown fought tooth and nail to get 
‘back in the game and by the start of the 
second half they had got themselves back 
on level terms and always looked good 
enough for atleast a draw. 

Rockdale also defended well and had 
their chances, but great defending from 
player-coach Peter Tyekenis and Mathew 
Presello frustrated the Suns’ attempts to 
regain the lead on their frequent counter- 
attacking raids, 

Rockdale made much of the early run- 
ning, though Bankstown’s Matt Borg did 
burst through in the 14th minute, but his 
hurried shot gave keeper Steve Minovski 
no problems, 

‘Two minutes later it was Bankstown 


12 


Rockdale's Scott Baillie (left) tussles for the ball with Bankstown’s Shane Webb (right) 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE ACTION 


WHO'S HOT: Matt Presello who 
held the defence together superbly, 
with a lot of help from Steve Liavas, 
‘who busied himself for long periods 
going forward as well, 


In the second half, Sean Babic, on for 
midfielder Alex Trpkoski pushed forward 
With Borg. Daniel Severino moved back in 
behind this pair and Bankstown had more 
impetus. 

Babic was an immediate handful for the 
Rockdale defence and was bundled over 
on the edge of the area, a minute after the 
restart, caring his side a free kick on the 
edge of the box. Severino stepped up and 
hit a low shot that the keeper appeared to 
have covered until it struck Richard Plesa 
on the way through, wrong-footing him 
completely and allowing the Lions to 
level. 

Babic could have given his side the win 
in the 86th minute, when through to face 
“Minovski, but instead of looking for place- 
ment elected to try an audacious chip and 
the ball cleared the crossbar, 

Cameron Jones was a replacement for 
Rockdale on the hour and his booming 
shot in the 75th mimute gave Josevski 
some trouble before the keeper could con- 
trol the ball. Presello again came to his 
side’s rescue in the 69th minute by affect- 
ing a magnificent tackle near the left 
upright when Bosevski looked certain to 
sore. 

For a derby most of the crowd appeared 
to enjoy the social aspect of the day as 
much as they did the football, 


WHO'S NOT: Alex Trpkoski, 
who was substituted at half time by 
Sean Babic, was guilty of giving away 
possession too many times and his 
passing let him down quite badly. The 
nature of this derby made it hard for 
the players to take risks as none of 
them wanted to let any of their sup- 
porters down. It showed in their cau- 
tion for much of the match and it did 
not provide much magic, though a 
point apiece at this stage of the season 
‘was not bad news for either club. 


who had to defend grimly when Josevski 
inadvertently delivered the ball to 
Rockdale and it was slipped to danger man 
‘Boseyski. He dashed clear and appeared to 
have beaten the keeper with a very smart 
touch, as the agile Josevski did his best to 
block the shot, The ball was heading for 
the goal until Presello raced in and cleared 
it of the line, 

Bosevski was in better luck in the 21st 
minute, when Denis Alilovie provided 
him with a superb diagonal through pass 
and sprang the offside trap. Bosevski got 
the bette: of Josevski with a classy curling 
shot from the left. 

Rockdale continued to enjoy the better 
of the first half chances, but couldn't 
inerease their lead before the break. 


Bankstown goalscorer Daniel Severino (left) contests a heading duel 
with Rockdale’s Tony Ju (right) 


BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS ......1 | ROCKDALE SITY SUNS: 
(D Severino 46) ‘Goacte: Ivan Petkovc 
‘Formation: 44-2 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS ........1 Line-up: Steve Miravski - Peter Apolevski, 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 8, 2005 


MISSIN 


By Greg Stock 


op spot in the New South 

| Wales Premier League is still a 

race in three after Blacktown 

City and Sydney United split the 

points on Saturday night at Fairfax 

Community Stadium in one of the 

most entertaining matches seen all 
season. 

‘The big talking point was the pre- 
match withdrawal of Demons defender 
Mark Milligan who pulled himself 
from the lineup during the warm up. 

"It was one of the most shambolic 
games I have ever been associated 
with,” said Blacktown coach Brian 
Brown, "Mark (Milligan) withdraws 
and our lineup is thrown into chaos 15 
minutes before kick-off. No wonder 
our first half was so shambolic, the 
guys just werenit in any shape to settle 
down." 

With a reshuffled backline the 

| Demons first half was shaky with 
United striker Pablo Cardozo quick to 
pounce on the opportunity. With part- 
ner Jimmy Bakis and midfielder 
Anthony Doumanis in sublime form, 
Cardozo cut loose scoring two goals in 
the first 14 minutes of play. The first 
came from a clearance when he got on 
the outside of Paul Karbon. The second 
was all down to a sublime pass from 
Doumanis, who held the ball up for 


what seemed like an eternity, waiting 
for Cardozo to get into position for the 
stot. 

After David Huxley bombed a gen- 
uine one-on-one chance late in the first 
half, the momentum was with the home 
side, who grafted their way back into 
the contest. Tony Faria set up Adam 
Kwasnik for the Demons first, before 
Naoki Imaya put away the scraps from 
a Josh Maguire shot in the 68th minute 
to square the ledger. 

For the remaining 20- plus minutes 
both sides chanced their arm in an 
astounding display of attacking foot- 
ball, but neither was able to muster a 
decisive effort. In the end the 2-2 result 
probably favoured the home side, who 
were left reeling after the Milligan pre- 
game controversy, 

"We should have had the game 
wrapped up by half-time,” said Sydney 
United coach Zlatko Arambasic. "We 
squandered a lot of chances today and 
let Blacktown off the hook." 

While Sydney United were left to 
rue a tonne of missed opportunities, 
Blacktown coach Brian Brown pointed 
to the contribution of Scottish interna- 
tional Ian Ferguson as the most telling. 
Given the nod to start his first game in 
four months only mizutes before kick- 
off, Fergie’ got through a full $0 min- 
ules, inspiring his midfield despite his 
lack of condition. 


DEMONS RALLY WITHOUT 


G MILLIGAN 


x& 


Blacktown City Demons 


2 


Sydney United 


tract no harm with a brilliant frst half 
performance. The pint-sized midfielder 
set up Pablo Cardozo for the second 
goal and made life hard for the Demons. 
back four with his well-timed nuns 
from deep. 


‘WHO'S NOT: Mark Milligan - 2 no 
show. 


X-FACTOR: A former Scottish 
international fan Ferguson was the 'g0- 
to’ man when Milligan pulled the pin 
15 minutes before kick-off. Expecting 
to ease himself back onto the park via a 
few games off the substitutes bench, 
'Pergie’ got through 90 minutes, hold- 
ing the centre of the Demons midfield 
together in a performance coach Brian 
Brown described as "absolutely sensa- 
tional.” 


"Fergie was outstanding tonight,” 
said Brown. "He has been in situations 
like this many times and was a real 
inspiration to the team." 


Blacktown captain and goalkeeper John Crawley can only watch as Sydney United's Pablo Cardozo (black 
strip) scores one of his two goals against the Demons 
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Sydney United's Labinot Haliti (left) and Allan Picken (centre) get the 
jump on Blacktown’s Stewart Petrie 


BLACKTOWW CITY DEMONS ....2 
/A Kwasnik 41°, W imaya 88") 


SYDNEY UNITED ....-..,---- 3 


(P Cardozo 5: 141) 
‘@Fairfax Community Stadium, Seven Hills. 


BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS: 


Line-up: John Crawley, Damien Foxe, lan 
Ferguson, tuke Roodenburg (Jason 
Connally $61), Adam Kwasrik, Kain lastall, 
Joshua. Maguire, Antonio Faria. Stewart 
Potris, Paul Karbon, Naoki imaye. 


SYDNEY Cur 2D 
Coach: Ziatko Aramibasic 
Formation: 4-4-2 


(Line-up: Liam Raddy, Joe Moric (Michael 
Curios 65), Joe Vrkic, Alten Picken, Mile 
Jodnak, David Huxioy (Pster Markovic 70), 
Labino} Hall, Anthony Doumanis, Matthow 
Langdon, Pablo Cardoza, Jimmy Bakis 
(Franca Parisi 81’). 

Yellow Cards: Roodenbura (BCD) 12’ 
Ferguson (BCD) 24), Maguire (BCD) 37 
Halit (SU) 76), maya (BCD) 83", Cunico (SU) 
a 

Rateree: Srebre Delowski 

Assistant Refertes: Sarah Ho and Andrew 


Best 
Fourth Official: Jen Barras 


NSW 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 1 

GRADE 20: Haiduk Wandorers United vs 
‘Canterbury Marrckvile (Washed Out), Macarthur 
Rams 2 Sycney University 2, Sutheriané Sharks 0 
‘Dulwich Hil 5, Frasor Park Dragons 1 Fairield Gls 0, 
\Weatam Raga 2 Northam Tigers 2. FC Rossy | iverson 
2 Stanmore Hawks 2, Hursvile Clly Minotaurs 3 
Hursvile 250 1 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 
GRADE 


Dulwich Hi 
FHurstila Cty Minotaurs 
Fraser Park Dragons 
Western Rage 

FC Bossy Liverpool 
‘Mecarthur Rams 
‘Nathem Tigers 
‘Stanmore Hawks 
‘Syiney University 
Canterbury Marrickvil 
Hajduk Wanderers Ud 
Farfild Buls 

Hurstville ZG 
Suthedand Sharks 


eoocccoceooste B 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: 
ROUND 1 

FIRST GRADE: Mi Dnuit Town Town 5 (E Topal 
18m$ Bowen 80/80m P Faraz 60m N Varess 86m) 
Feild Cty Lons 1 (H Orban 88m) Bathurst 75 3 (8 
Guihot 16 G Dowing 74m § Muten 84m) Camden 
Tiga 1 (A Brown 50m), de Cy 2 ( Feming 2m S 
‘ivaro 72m) Scho Scorpions G(T Macrae 26m 
‘Meranevic 86m 8 Cevenini 77m), Mt Prichard 2 (6 
‘reso G49) Belmore Hercules 0, itor Lone 1 (8 
Jaman 42m) Gledasvile Spnt 1 (T Simpson 16m), 
‘White Cty 6 (M Save 38m D Macinko 76'802M I 
Stoinenovski 85m) Blcitown Spartans 2(N Smith 8 
Dun {61 

‘GRADE 20: M Dru Town 4 Fltiold Cy Lions 7, 
Bathurst 75 0 Camden Tigers 4, Ryde City 4 
Schofields Scorpions 2 Mt Pritchard 1 Belmore 
Heriues 0, Intr Lions 4 Gadeevile Sint 3, White Cy 
2 Bhktown Spartans 6 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 
FIRST GRADE 


P 
‘Mt Dutt Town 1 
write Cry 1 
Bathurst 75 1 
Mt Pritchard t 
‘Schafields Scorpions 
Gladesville Spint 

Inter Lions 

Hills Brumbies 

Fyde City 

‘Camden Tigers 

Beltre Hercules 
Blacktown Spartars 
Fairsld City Lions 
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Sotesese ee Bee 
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‘Arrive alive GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: 
ROW fr 

GRADE 12: Marconi Stallions 1 NWS Koalas 2, 
Manly Unted FO 1 Southor Brareh 1, Penh Nopean 
Unitod 0 Sutheand Assocation 2, Sychoy Univesty 
Ceniral Coast United FC 7, Blactown Associaton 1 
Gladesvile Ravens 2, UNSW Soocer Club 0 Norther 
Tigers 7, St George Sats 4 Bathurst Cty 0. 

GRADE 14: Marconi Stains 2 NWS Koalas 3, 
Manly Unit FO 3 Southem Branch 2, Penh Nepean 
United 0 Sutherand Assocation 1, Sydney University 0 
Canal Coast ited FO, Blacktown Associaton 2 
Gladesvile Ravens 8, UNSW Soccer Cub 1 Nerthom 
Tigers 6, St George Saints 4 Bathurst City 0, 

GRADE 16: Marconi Stalions 0 NWS Koalas 3, 
Manly United FC 0 Southem Branch 2, Penrith Nepoan 
United 2 Sutherand Associaton 1, Sydney University 0 
(Central Coast United FC 11, Blackiown Assocation 1 
Giatesvile Ravens 1, UNSW Sooeer Cub 1 Nortiom 
‘Tigers 1, St Goorg Saints 1 Bathurst iy 2 


Arrive alive GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: 
GRADE 12 


Northen Tees 
‘Gontral Ceast Utd 

‘St George Saints 
‘Sutherianc Assocation 
Giadesvile Ravens 
NW Sydney Koalas 
Manly Utd FC 
Southem Branch 
Macarthur Rams 
Blacktown Association 
Marceni Stains 
Penrith Nepean Utd 


encceco+s+ueesoug 
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PREMIER STA’ 


Norhem Tigers 
St.George Saints: 
Central Goast Utd 
Giadesville Ravens 
Manly Utd FC: 

‘NW Sytiney Koalas 
Sutherland Assoc 
Macarthur Rams 
Blacktown Assoc 
Mereoni Stations, 
Southem Branch 
anrth Nepean Utd 
Sydney Unversty 
Bathurst Cy Panthers 


eoocecccuuuusuug 


Bathurst City Panthers 
onrth Nopoan Utd 
Bleckiown Assoc 
Gladesville Ravens 
Northern Tigers 
UNSW 

Macarthur Rams. 

St George Saints 
Sutherand Assoc 
Manly Utd FC 
Marcon Stalions 


Soocce-+--woowwy 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
ROUND 4: 

GRADE 1% APIA. Leichhardt Teers 1 
Wollongong Wolves 0, Hajduk Wanderers United 2 
Berusiown Giy Cubs 4, St George Saints 0 Blacktown 
City 7, Sydney Olympic 0 Metconi Stalons 3, 
Sutherland Sharks 1 Macarthur Rams 3, Sydney 
United 0 Gatesville Spint 3, Manly Unitoc FC 1 
Parramatta Eales 6 

GRADE 14: APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 5 
Wollongong Wolves 0, Hajduk Wanderers United 0 
Bankstown Giy Cubs 0, St George Sains 0 Blacitown 
City 3, Sydney Olympic 0. Marconi Stallons 2, 
Sutherand Sharks 1 Macarthur Rams 2, Sydney 
United § Gadesvile Spitt 1, Manly Unter FC 4 
Perrematta Eales 2 

GRADE 15: APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 1 
Wollongong Wolves 2, Hajduk Wanderers United 1 
Bankstown City Cubs 2, St George Saints 2 Blacktown 
City 1, Sydney Olympic 0. Marconi Stallons +, 
Sutherland Sharks 2 Macarthur Rams 1, Sydney 
Unted 1 Gadesvite Spit 0, Manly Unted FC 2 
ParamatiaEegies 1 

GRADE 16: APLA. Leichhardt Tyers 0 
Wollongong Wohes 0, Haiduk Wanderers United 0 
Bankstown Giy Cubs 1, St George Sans 0 Blacktown 
Gity 2, Syiney Olympic 0. Marconi Sallons 1, 
Sutherland Sharks 1 Macarthur Rams 2, Sydney 
United 0 Gadesvile Spitt 1, Manly United FC 0 
Parramatia Eagles 1 

GRADE 18: APA Leichharot Tigers + 
Wollongong Wolves 5, Haiduk Wanderers United 7 
Bankstown Gy Cubs 9, St George Saints 4 Blacktown 
Gity 1, Sydney Olympic 1 Marconi Stallons 2, 
Sutherland Sharks 4 Mecarthur Rams 2, Sydney 
United 1 Gadesvile Spit 1, Manly United FC 0 
Parramata Eagles 1 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 


APLA Leichhardt Tcers 
‘Wollongong Wolves 
Heid Wanderers Unt 
Suihoriané Sharks 


SES ES 
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Wollongong Wolves 


Eankstown City Cubs 
Manly Utd FC 

‘81Goorge Saints 
Sutherana Sharks 
Wollongong Wolves: 
Marconi Sialions 
‘Sydney Ure 

Slacltown City Demons: 
Haiduk Wanderers Utd 
APIA. Lechhardt Tigers 
Macathur Ram 


Blackiown City Demons, 
Macarthur Rams 
‘Bankstown City Cubs 
Glavesvile Spit 
Marconi Stallons 
Parramatta Eagies 
APIA Leichhardt Tigers 
‘Wollongong Wolves 
Suedand Shaks 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 


No-a+anececce-e» 


Gladesvile Spt 
‘Sydney Utd 

Syiney Opec 

Many Ui FC 

Macarthur Rams 

‘Hajduk Wanderers Utd 
Blacktown City Demons 
APIA Lothar gers 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 
(CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 


Pp 
1 
1 
' 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
j 
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PWOLE 
Marconi Stations § 
Banksiown City Cubs 5 
Blacktown City 
Parramatta Eagles 
Mescartwur ars 
APIA. Leichhardt 
Sydney Und 
Wollongong Wolves 
Bladesvile Spit 
Sutherland Sharks 
Manty Us FC 
‘St.George Saints 
Hajduk Wanderers 
‘Sydney Qymplec 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
ROUND 4: 

(GRADE 12; Fraset Park 2 Bonnyrigg Whtia Eagles 
2, Dutwich Hill 5 Hils Brumbies 4, Granvile Rage 2 
Parramatta Star 1, Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Schofield 
‘Scorpions 0, Pent Nepean United 3 Northem Tigers 
0, Southam Branch 2 Central Coast United FC 3, 


WeeeunnnnNNwee 


GRADE 14: Fraser Park 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
2, Dutwich Hil 2 Fils Brumbies 3, Granvie Rage 0 
Parramatta Star 1, Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Schofield 
Scorpions 3, Penh Nepean United Norther Tigers 
4, Southem Branch 4 Central Coast United FC 1. 


GRADE 15: Fraser Park 3 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
2, Dulwich Hil 0 Hills Brumbies 3, Granvile Rage 5 
Paramatia Siar 0, Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Schofeld 
Scorpions 2, Penfih Nepean United 1 Norhem Tigers 
4, Southem Branch 2 Central Caast United FC 2, 


(GRADE 16: Fraser Park 3 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
4, Dulwich Hil 0 ils Brumbies 3, Gramile Rage 1 
Parramatta Star 3, Bathurst 75 Wesiem 0 Schofield 
‘Scorpions 3, Ponith Nepean United © Nother Tiers 
3, Southam Branch O Ceiral Coast United FC 1. 


GRADE 18: Fraser Park 2 Bonnyrag Wore Eagles 
©, Dulwich Hil 0 Hils Brumbies 2, Granvilo Rego 2 
Parramatts Star 1, Bathurst 75 Westem 0 Schofield 
‘Scorpions |, Penh Nepean United 8 Notiem Tigers 
6, Souther Branch 2 Cental Coast Unt FC. 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 13, 


Penrth Nepean Utd 
‘Dulwich Hil 

‘Central Coast Utd 
Granville Rage 
Bonnyrigg WE 
Fraser Park 
Bathurst '75 Western 
Schafields Scorpions 
Hils Brumbies 
Souther Branch 
Parramatta Star 
Norther Tigers 


UnEMconnanaos 
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‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 14 
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‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE, 
‘CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 


L FAD Pts 
o 9.09 1300 
1 157 8 1200 
1 12102 1000 
2 106-4 900 
£135 8 800 
2 11101 7.00 
2 1011-1 7.00 
3 
2 
3 
4 
4 


Osta NNN NBGaag 


6 10-4 6.00 
5 13-8500 
10 12-2 400 
7 18-8 300 
0 9 9 100 


DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE (YOUTH): 
ROUND 1: 

(GRADE 15: Hustle Cty Minotaur 3 ye Ciy 0, 
Belmore Hercules 4 Sydney University 1, Blackown 
Spartans 2 Camden Tigers 0, Mt Drutt Town 0 
Rockdale Gi Surs 0. 

(GRADE 14: Husivile ty Minctaus 1 Ryle Cty 2 
Belmore Hercules 2 Sydney Univerty 5, Blackiown 
Spartans 3 Carden Tigers 2, Mt Druitt Town 2 
Rocke Cy Surs 0. 

(GRADE 15: Hurstville City Mintaurs 2 Ryde iy 7. 
Belmore Heras 2 Sydney University 2, Blacktown 
Spartans 2 Camden Tigers 4, MI Dru Town 0 
Fock Cy Surs 1. 

‘GRADE 18: Histo Cy Minotaurs 0 Ryde City 2, 
ane ee eae 
Spatans 1 Canden Tigers 2, Mi Drutt Town 2 
Rocke Cry Surs 0. 


DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE (Youth): RD 1 
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DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE (YOUTH): RD 4 
GRADE 15 


e 
yd City 1 
Blacktown Sparans 7 
Rockdale Ciy Sans 
Belmore Hercules 1 
‘Sydney Universty 1 
Camden Tigers t 
Mt Drutt Town, 1 
Hursvile City Mnotaurs 1 


Pw 
4 
14 
7 
10 
10 
+0 
i) 
10 


Hurstvlle Gty Minotaurs 
Fockdale Cty Suns: 


DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE (Youth): RD 1 


Aide City 
‘Blacktown Spartans 
MtDrutt Town 
Belmore Heroules 
Sydney University 
Fok City Suns 
‘Cemden Tigers 
Hurstville iy Min 


attack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: ROUND 4: 
NORTHERN CONFERENCE: 

GRADE 11: Blacktown Association 2 Nepean 
Assocation 1, Ceriral Gast Associeion 0 Manly 
‘Warringah Associaton 6, Ku-tinggal Associaton 1 
Eastem Suburps Associaton 2, Gladesvil Homsby 
Assocation 0 Granvile Association 3. 

GRADE 12: Blackiown Association 15 Nopean 
‘Association 0, Genital Coast Associeion 2 Manly 
Warrngel Associaton 4, Kuringygat Assoctalion 2 
Easter Suburbs Association 1, Gladesvile Homeby 


‘Association 5, lawarra Association 1 Souther 
Districts Association 0, Southem Branch 1 Macarthur 


Association 3, Mawarra Association 4 Southem 
Distrits Associaton 2 


Easlem Suburbs 
Nepoan Association 


covcwwaug 


eoccouuay 


For full reports 
on 
Youth League 


action; log on to 
soccernsw.com.au/nswypyl 
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SHARKS KEEPER STARS 


By Paul Goodwin 


utherland goalkeeper Stewart 
Vella saved two penalties on 
the opening weekend of Winter 
Super League action.as the Sharks, 
Sydney University and Fraser Park 
each made a winning start. 

The match between Hajduk 
Wanderers and Canterbury- 
Marrickville was postponed due to an 
unplayable pitch at Hajduk Stadium 
after the pitch had been left under 
water by Thursday’s storms, but three 
other Saturday games did proceed. 

Sutherland managed to get their sea- 
son off on the right foot with a 2-0 win 
against glamour side Dulwich Hill. 
Thanks to the heroics of Vella, the 
home side was able to keep a clean 
sheet and went on to win the game. 
Their goals came from Matthew Keep 
in the 41st minute and Tain Macdonald 
in the 71st. 


Ivo de Jesus, one of many stars in 
the Dulwich side, was the first to be 
frustrated by Vella’s acrobatics, as the 
keeper saved from the spot brilliantly. 
The same player was red-carded and 
could not even attempt the second 
penalty, when it was awarded to his 
team later in the game. Jose Mendez 
took the second penalty, and just as 
before the keeper guessed the right 
way. 

Berries’ coach, Spiro Hantzis and 
some other coaching identities headed 
to Fraser Park to catch Fraser and 
Fairfield in action, What they saw 
would not have inspired them. 


Easy start 
for Park 


Fraser Park made heavy weather of 
disposing of a disappointing Bulls’ 
side 2-0. The home side’s relatively 
easy win would have been bigger had 
it not been for some smart saves from 
Nik Jelic, who made three stops from 
point blank range. 

Fairfield gave their supporters some 
excitement in the 39 minute, when 
Garth Moring's header brought out a 
save from Daniel Farias, who-pushed 


the ball over the bar. Later it was 
Bulls’ custodian, Jelic, who had to be 
at his best to deny Mark Guerreiro and 
Manny Papageorgiou, whose goal- 
bound headers needed quick reflexes 
to send the ball to safety. 

“Fraser needed the benefit of assis- 
tant referee Marc Nemorin being right 
up with play to convince referee Greg 
Leverton that Manny Papageorgiou’s 
43rd minute header had gone in off the 
underside of the bar and crossed the 
line, after a smart cross from the left 
by Archie Markopoulos. 

Fairfield clung on, hopiag to get 
back in the game and early in the sec- 
ond half enjoyed some possession, but 
nothing came of it, 

Towards the end Fraser, who had 
scored a second when Liam Austin 
easily beat Jelic at the near post, in the 
S&th minute, coasted home under little 
real pressure from their opponents. 

‘The Fraser side bore a strong resem- 
blance to the one that had played two. 
seasons previously and had a look of 
unity about it. 

They look more than capable of 
having a decent season but will need 
stronger opponents than this youthful 
and inexperienced Fairfield side if 
they are to be truly tested, 


FRASER PARK: 
Farias - Ben Mailer, 
Bolianitis, Michael Kladis, 
Martin Bourke - Archie 
Markopoulos (Dominic Arcella 
65) , Mark Guerreiro (Mark 
Bariamis 84), Greg Collins 
(George Maglis 58), Mal Bideau 
- Manny Papageorgiou, Liam 
Austin 

Sub not used: Alexo Augusto 

Coach: Tan Gillan 


Daniel 
Nick 


FAIRFIELD BULLS: Nik 
Jelic - Daniel Kuziow, Bekim 
Ahmedi, Garth Moring, Arthur 
Mandas - Andrew Tye, Phil 
Badalato (Steve Dimovski 69), 
Ryan O’Shea, Adrian Martino 
(Brendan Clarke 45) - Sam Aziz, 
Sheick Sahib 

Subs not used: Ben Needham, 
Maytham Abdal 

Coach: Gilbert Yalda 

Referee: Greg Leverton 

Yellow Cards: Steve Dimoyski 
(FB) 69, 78 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 


Fraser Park Dragons 
‘Sydney University 
Sutherland Sharks 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Hurstville ZSC 
Western Rage 

FC Bossy Liverpool 
Northem Tigers 
Stanmore Hawks 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 
Dulwich Hill 

Fairfield Bulls 
Macarthur Rams: 


L A 


opooesasnunscoes 


‘Sam Awad: Big things are expected for the Stanmore Hawks attacker this Winter Super League season 


Red Card: Steve Dimovski (FB) 78 
McDougall 
double sinks 
unlucky 
Rams 


An injury-hit Macarthur Rams lost 
0-2 at home to Sydney University at 
Lynwood Park and had no luck at all, 
Striker Daniel Nash pulled out 
moments before the match duc to sick- 
ness and Male Vukosa had a goal dis- 
allowed for offside 15 minutes into the 
game. 

“The students’ got their season off 
to a great start under new coach Jimmy 
Campbell with dependable University 
defender Luke McDougall scoring in 
the 27th and 72nd minutes. 


Sunday is 
draw day 


Sunday's games all finished as 
draws, though the Hurstville derby 
ended all square only after the 
Minotaurs had surrendered a two goal 
lead in the 2-2 draw at Rockdale 


Sports Cen-re. 

New young recruits, Sarpong and 
Nadeljkovic had the home side two 
goals up inside 11niinutes, but the 
more seasoned ZSC fought back well 
through Eddie Adam in the 28th 
minute and Tony Alilovic in the 43rd 
to have the sides level at half time. 

Peter Serikakis felt that his side 
should have then gone on to win the 
game from the penalty spot in the sec- 
ond half, but to the Minotaurs’ coach’s 
dismay referee Nick Asargiotis waved 
away the players’ appeals and the hard 
working sides had to settle for a point 
apiece. 

Western Rage had to settle for a 
point in the scoreless draw at Garside 
Park against a determined Northern 
Tigers, for whom defender David 
Provan was outstanding in a team with 
players missing, including regular 
Danny Hurwitz. 

Goals were also absent from Ernie 
Smith Reserve where FC Bossy 
Liverpool hosted Stanmore Hawks. 
The Hawks had a few out and coach 
Sotos Mavros expressed his satisfac- 
tion with picking up a point from the 
team’s first outing. = 

Bossy dominated the first half, but 
once Stanmore keeper Hamish 
McLean had made the big saves and 
his team mates had settled into their 
rhythm, it became a much more even 
game in the second half with the 
Hawks able to use the counter attack- 


ing ploy. 

Having been beaten 5-1 by Bossy in 
a trial just two weeks earlier, Mavros 
was delighted with his side's perfor- 
mance, 

“We are not really ready yet,” 
Mavros explained.” 

“Our new Irish trio of Keith 
O'Connell, Seamus Crowe and Mike 
King need time to find their feet and 
Sam Awad and David James have only 
just come back into the side and 
missed much of our early prepara- 
tion.” 


LIVERPOOL CITY BOSSY: 
Trinity Allen, Sasha Utjesenovic, 
Damien Luksic, Zarko Glavas, 
Milan Sehic, Sasha Drea, Johnny 
Ghisso, Alex Asanovic, A 
Hodzic, Anthony Adamou, 
Anthony Kaanan 

Subs: P Malkowski, Robbie 
Issa, Javier Mancino 

Coach: Mile Todoroski 


STANMORE HAWKS: 
Hamish McLean, Maurice Soler, 
Carl Nolan, John 
Theodoropoulos, Anthony 
Skoulos, Paul Nero, Mike King, 
Keith O'Connell, David James, 
Sam Awad, Seamus Crowe 

Subs: Steve Milinovic, Alex 
Caltabino, Angelo Hajittofis 

Coach: Sotos Mavros 

Referee: Jim Nicolaou 
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Arrive ali¥é Nsw womens 


SUPEF? & 


LEAGUE 


Fab’s four goals gives Stallions a ticket to ride 


jab Perfilio scored four times as 
Premiers and Champions, 
| Marconi Stallions, began the 
| campaign to defend their Arrive 
alive NSW Womens Super League 
titles in emphatic style with a 7-0 vic- 
tory over the North West Sydney 
Koalas. 

The 2005 season kicked off on 
Sunday under azure skies and perfect 
playing conditions. 

Having retained the bulk of their 
2004 squad, the Stallions never looked 
troubled against the Koalas, New 
Zealander, Rebecca O'Neill opened the 
scoring after 3 minutes, with a header 
from Wendy Graham from a Wendy 
Graham cross. 

‘Then Fab Perfilio scored the first of 
her four goals of the day on the quarter 
hour, followed by Alicia Cavanagh 
chiming in with her teams third on the 
half hour 

Former NSW Sapphire, Nicole 
Kimber, completed the Stallion's first 
half scoring shortly after with a 
screamer from outside the box which 
left Erin Hunter with nothing to hold 
onto in the Koalas goal. The second 

|) half was the Perfilio show when she 
added three more goals to her name, 

‘The scoreline sending an ominous 
warning {o all the other clubs in the 
Teague. 

‘The round opened at Cook Park, St 
Mary's, with a new look Penrith 
Nepean United outfit hosting the 
Sutherland Association Sharks. 

Prior to the kick-off, Penrith Nepean 
| United's new recruit and prodigal- 
| daughter, Taryn Rockall, was presented 

with the 2004/05 Women's National 
Soccer League's Julie Dolan medal by 
the Australian Women's National Team 
coach, Tom Sermanni, and Australian 
women's football legend, JulieDolan. 

The presentation of Australian 
women's soccer's highest individual 
awardmust have inspired the hosts who 
dominated the Sharks for the bulk of 
the first half and were rewarded with a 

|| goal midway through courtesy of a 


Home Team 
FC Bossy Liver 


Blacktown Spartans 
‘Springwood SC. 
‘Stanmore Hawks 


Gazy Lansvale 
Waverley Old Boys 
‘Sydney University 
Port Kembla 


‘Sutherland Sharks 
Fairfield Bulls 

‘Aubum Stars 
Fairfield City Lions 
Eastwood St Andrews 


spool 
Canterbury Marrickville Oly 


Mt Druitt Town Rangers 


Becky Simadas header. 

Woman of the moment, Rockall 
along with captain Mel Lopes and 
Lauren Bruce caused much distress for 
the Sharks defence, and had it not been 
for the experience of the Sharks veter- 
an, Anissa Tann, the score-line would 
have been greater going into the break. 

‘The second half saw Penrith Nepean 
United ease off the accelerator and 
allowed the Sharks back into the game. 

A tight tussle ensued and the Sharks. 
were unlucky not to equalise shortly 
after the commencement when a one- 
on-one chance went wide. 

Penrith Nepean United secured the 
game in the"87th minute when Nicole 
Maryvale lofted in from outside the 
box. 

‘The win was a suitable reward for a 
team that rebuilt itself during the off- 
season and has signalled its intentions 
to the rest of the competition. 

Manly United FC opened their 2005 
season with a hard fought 3-1 victory- 
‘over Southern Branch at Cromer Park. 
Manly were without experienced cam- 
painers Tracy Floro and Leanne 
‘Taylor, but their youthful replacements 
stepped into position with consummate 


ease. 

Southern Branchgave the home side 
a scare when Katie French scored an 
early goal with a drive from outside the 
box into the near post to give the visi- 
tors an advantage. 

But this was short-lived when 
Manly's New Zealand recruit Sarah 
Gregorius, equalised from some smart 
work from the restart. 

‘The remainder of the half was a tight 
affair with neither side giving an inch, 
with no clear cut opportunities falling 
foreither team. 

After half-time the battle continued, 
but the dead-lock was broken on the 
hour when Elyce Bates lobbed in from 
the edge of the 18-yard box to give the 
home team the lead. The result was 
secured in the 77th minute when 
Christine Collison got her head onto a 
cross from Emma Howes, leaving 


ROUND: 2 

F A Away Team 
Schofields Scorpions 
Mt Pritchard 
Dulwich Hill 
Bulli SC 
Northem Tigers 
Camden Tigers 
Roosters FC 


Hurstville City Minotaurs 


Hajduk Wanderers United 


Dimitra Poulos stranded in the 
Southern Branch goal. 

Sydney University unveiled their 
new home ground at Hensley Athletic 
Field when they hosted Central Coast 
United. 

These two teams finished Ist and 
2nd respectively in the 2004 Arrive 
alive NSW Women's State League, but 
on this occasion it was the visitors from 
the Central Coast who took the honours 
with a hard-fought 2-0 victory. 

After an uneventful first half, with 
neither side dominating, the Coast 
came out with renewed vigour and 
played with more structure in the sec- 
ond half. 


Samantha Stever stunned the Sydney 
University defence with a long-range 
shot from outside the 18-yard box, in 
the 47th, but this set-back didn't deter 
University who continued to attack and 
threatened to equalise on many occa- 
sions. 

Unfortunately for University, the 
result was sealed in the 82nd minute 
when a free-kick from Jacinta Ling 
managed to evade Emma-Kate 
Dewhurst in the university goal to 
secure a valuable three points, 

Bathurst City Panthers also took. 
three-points home after defeating the St 
George Saints 4-1 at St George 
Stadium. 

A hattrick from Krystle Cassidy 
was the difference with another from 
goal from Belinda Muldoon putting a 
Jarge exclamation mark on the result. 

Although, St George did get a con- 
solation goal from striker Courtney 
‘Sneddon in the 78th minute after a pas- 
sage of perfect passing. 

New-comers, the Northen Tigers 
received a harsh welcome to the league 
finding themselves on the wrong-end 
of a 7-0 scoreline against UNSW at 
David Philips Fields. 

‘Winger Yee Nz opened the scoring 
for the students in the Sth minute with 
header from a Sandra Stavrou cross. 
Former Roselands Raptors striker 
Sanaa Choucair celebrated her UNSW 


Venue 

Lidcombe Oval 
Second Ponds Res. 
Francis Park 
‘Summerhayes Park 
Melita Stadium 
Popondetta Park 
Lidcombe Oval 
Hensley Ath. Field 
Hensley Ath. Field 
Wetherall Park (prrtes) 7:30pm 
Hajduk Stadium: 
‘Seymour Shaw 
Ninevah Field 
Lynwood Park 
Norford Park 
Christie Park 


Taryn Rockall (centre) receives the Julie Dolan Medal from Matildas 
coach Tom Sermannil (right) and Julle Dolan (left). 


debut with a hat-trick which began in 
the 14th minute when Stavrou provided 
a through-ball from the right side, 
which Choucair slotted into the far- 
post. Choucair followed this up in the 
32nd minute and then again shortly 
after half-time with a tap in from a 
cross from Ng. 

Sandra Stavrou, the 2004 Player of 
the year, scored in the 25th minute with 
a low-drive from outside the box with 
her left foot, Whilst Julia Chemoukha 
scored her first goal in the top flight 
from a Jessica Cameron corner in the 
36th minute. 

Unfortunately for the Tigers, 
UNSW's last goal of the game was an 
‘own goal following a failed clearance. 

Gladesville Ravens finished the 
round with a shock 8-2 victory over the 


Blacktown Association at Francis Park. 

Having picked up a clutch of players 
from Granville Rage and the consolida- 
tion of the squad from last season, 
everything seemed to click for the 
Ravens with 4 goals in each half with 
Charlotte Frew and Margaret Corderoy 
getting doubles and Ashley Hulme, 


Gianna Abbonizio, Joanna Pearce and | 


Najla Eid all picking up one each. 
Evergreen sweeper, Sharon Dewar 
directed her troops in a football display 


that will be surely remembered for |} 


years to come: 


Although, the Ravens copy-book |} 


‘was blotted with Blacktown picking up 
two goals via Justine Beers and Kristy 
Buckly in the 20th and 59th minutes 
respectively. 


FUTSAL 


SOCCER NSW FUTSAL 
Women’s 2005 Winter League 
Commencing 
Tuesday 15 MARCH 2005 
AT 
Soccer NSW Futsal Headquarters 
Valentine Sports Park 


Meurants Lane 
Glenwood 


Game fees: 


All players must be registered with Soccer NSW 
For further details contact Soccer NSW Futsal on 8814 4464 
or email on futsal@soccernsw.com.au 


PRIZEMONEY of $1,000 
$700 for the winner 
$300 for the runner up 


$50.00 per team 


Nominations close Wednesday 9 March 2005 


Okon on Jets 
stand- “by _ 


‘ewcastle United Jets 

is still in negotia- 

tions to bring Paul 
Okon back to Australia, 
with the deal binging on his 
availability for the Club 
World Championship 
(CWC) qualifying tourna- 
ment in May. 

Jets are confident that 
financial terms with Okon 
will be agreed, however 2 
problem lies in Oostende's 
Teluctance to release the for- expect him to accept our 
mer Socceroos captain before offer”, Remo Nogarotto stat- 
the conclusion of the Belgian ed. 
first division, Bates was pat of the 

nstende is facing a battle English Newcastle United 
to avoid relegation while Jets reserve squad for the past 2 
are desperate to have their seasons and has been 
enti: squad on deck for the renowned for being quite the 
tournament that guarantees a _goal-scorer. 
financial windfall forthe suc- However Jets chief Reno 
cessful club, Nogarotio admits a deal for 

Jets chief executive Oostende defender Pau! 
George Liolio told SBS that  Okon is likely to fall through. 
the club is taking the CWC "Paul is caught up in a 
qualifiers very seriously and relegation battle with his club 


that Okon's possible non- 
availability way mean that 
the transfer won't proceed ~ 
and other players looked at, 

AA decision should be made 
within the next week. 

Meantime, Jets have also 
confirmed that they were 
close to signing Newcastle 
United reserve team striker 
Guy Bates. 

“He's gone home after a 
couple of trials here but I 


Paul Okon: His deal to the Jets could fall through 
depending on Oostende’s relegation situation 
[Oostende] and it's most If the Okon deal falls 
unlikely they would release through then expect a last 
‘heir captain," Nogarotto told minute snag of former 
the Daily Telegraph. Socceroo defender Ned Zelic. 

“Itcould all change if they Jets. chairman Con 
were to lose their next five Constantine did state to 
games on the tot. ABSW that it was going to be 

“It was the view of our either Okon or Zelic on the 
club that if we invested in a club's Looks but said that it 
marquee player, then he — wasup to the finances as well 
should be here for our first as their availability. 

‘game in the pre-season tour- 
nanient in Gosford.” 


JOEYS IMPRESS 
ON CHILE TOUR 


Ange Postecogiou: The Joeys coach was 
Impressed with hls young team’s showing In Chile 
‘Matt Mullen were ruled out 
with minor injuries, 

Australia got off to a flying 
start after 13 minutes when 
Tayfun Buyukkopru won the 
ball in middle of the park and 
quickly released Williams, 
‘who Worked his way into the 
penalty box and finished 
strongly for his third goal of 
the tour. 

‘Williams almost had a sec- 
ond three minutes later, when 
Buyukkopru and Scott 
Gannon combined to win 
possession with Gannon 
again putting Williams 
‘through on goal, but this time 
his shot was inches over the 
bar. 


tour of Chile with a 2-1 vie- 
tory over top Chilean club 
side Colo Colo in Santiago 
earlier last’ week to com- 
plete their South American 
tour. 


Despite illness affecting 
many of the squad the team 
still managed a good perfor- 
mance and led 2-0 at half 
time, with goals _ from 
Queenslander David 
Williams and Sydney FCs 
Wade ostendorp, before 
restricting the home side to 
‘one goal inthe second half as 
the effects of the bug started 
to hit the players. 


AA second goal duly came 
however just two minutes 
before the break, when 
Buyukkopru played a free 
Kick into’ the penalty box, 
which was spilled by the Colo 


Coach Ange Postecoglow 
had to do without four players 
for this match with Brendan 
Maroney and Blake Charity 
ill, while Leigh Broxham and 


Colo keeper and Oostendorp 
was on fiand. to slot home 
from close range. 

Colo Colo pulled a goal 
back from a free kick soon 
after the break and with the 
effects of the virus taking its 
toll on the players; the Joeys 
were forced to defend the 


circumstances, as 2 bug has 
gone through the whole 


every match and was a very 
good leaming experience for 
the boys. Playing South 
American teams is always a 
good challenge and to come 


is which they managed to. away with two wins, two 
draws and a loss is an excel- 
ae win gave them a lentretum. 
record of two wins, two Postecoglou will now con- 
draws and one loss and for centrate on the job at hand 
Postecoglou was a valuable with his Young Socceroos 
exercise in preparation forthe squad who are bound for the 
OFC Under 17 Netherlands later this year for 
Championships which begin teas World Cup. 


AA training camp based in 
Europe will be Ange’s final 
hit-out before the team yen- 
tures off to Holland. 

Full match schedule and 
results forthe tour: 


next month in New 
Caledonia. 

‘Tt was a good way to finish 
the tour, Postecoglou said 
from Chile. They were very 
impressive in fairly difficult 


‘La Cistena Stadium: 
‘Won 2-0 (R Kruse 28,D Visevie 47) _ 


Drew 2-2 (L Broxham 18’, D Williams 79') 


Bega tet 
frrsaado pal 


Bt ae es 


‘Monsees Seat 
Met Ore Waa 1, de Ota 6) 
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Roar snap up 
Korean 
international 


vueensland Roar has 

signed the Korean 

League's 2002 Keller, 
Fe ‘of the Year Min- 
Suk Chang to head up its full 


strike force in the new A- 


‘midfielder Stephan Keller is 
also signed for the Roar. 

a 26-year-old 
towering midfielder, has 
three 


‘Switzerland and 25 under-21 


‘The arrival of the Swiss is 
set for the/start of next 
month, 

Bleiberg has praised the 
signing of Keller as being 
‘one of the most important 


caps for 


League. appearances, as well as players to date stating that he 
Min-Suk Chang, a 28- UEFA Cup experience. will be the link between 

year-old goalscorer who “Keller's good enough for defence and attack, 

played regularly for the me to be our 20th player,” “That's why Roy Keane is 

Korean under-21 side, who Blciberg stated to the Manchester United’s highest 

arrived in Australia last ‘Queensland Times’. player. He’s the key. 

week. “He's played at a high “It’s the same with Claude 
Roar head coach Miron level in Europe and he plays (Makelele) at Chelsea and 

Bleiberg confirmed the sign- in- the right posi- (Patrick) Vieira at Arsenal,” 


ing and said the talented tion.” 
front man was voted the 


most valuable player in the 


the Roar coach stated to 
the “Queensland 
Times”. 


K-League in 2002. The Roar already 
And the over- sport.a Swiss in their 
seas invasion SS” squad in 27-year-old 
doesn't stop there. defender Remo Buess. 
Fellow Korean phyer and .2UE ENS LAND The former Swiss youth 


former international Tae- 
‘Yong Shin is expected to 
sign with the Roar inside the 
next two weeks after seeing 
out his testimonial season in 
the K-League. 

Further to that, Bleiberg 
said, German-based Swiss 


Known as a defensive 
midfielder, Keller currently 
plies his trade in the German 
Second Division for strug- 
sling Rot-Weiss Erfurt, 


international, who has 
had nine years experience 
in the Swiss first division 
with FC Zurich has really 
taken a liking to the 
Queensland lifestyle. 


Muscat still 
on Victory’s 
shopping list 


illwall skipper Kevin Maseat is 
siill seen as a highlighted play- 
er to join forces with the 
Melbourne Victory and remains on a 
high priority list with CEO Gary Cole it 
was reported in ‘The Age’ Inst weak. 
The biggest obstacle surrounding 
Muscat’s availability has been that of his 
$10,000 a week salary currently earning at 
Millwall. - 


Joshua Kennedy: Wanted by the 
Victory 


Melbourne Victory have firmly stated 
that they cannot accommodate the fee that 
the tough defender is on but Cole has not 
ruled out negotiating with the Socceroo. 

Having stated nomerous times that a 
player like Muscat would slot in ideally at 
the club, coach Emie Merrick has for quite 
some time now admired the passion Kevin 
has displayed for both club and country. 

Merrick trained a young Muscat during 
his coaching years at VPL side Sunshine 
George Cross. 


‘After signing Belgium’ Intemational 
Geoffrey Claeys last week, three 
Australians overseas have been targeted by 
the Victory squad. 

“We have another player, an Australian 
in Enrope — where we have an agreement. 
‘We just need to sort the paperwork out. 
‘There are two Australians that we are trying 
to lure back,” Cole stated to “The Age’. 

Former South Melbourne keeper Eugene 
Galekovic and Hull City striker Daniel 
Allsop are the names being heard around 
the Victory training camp as is former Joeys 
attacker Joshua Kennedy. 

The club also stated-to ABSW that it will 
be without at least seven players for the 
World Club Championship qualifiers and 
that a handful of Victorian Premier League 
players will be chosen to help boost the 
squad — but only for the qualifiers, 
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ZDRILIC SETS THE SYDNEY VIBE 


ere is a new 
vibrant energy run- 
ning through the 
Australian game. 
Soceeroo striker DAVID 
ZDRILIC has agreed to a 
three-year deal to quit 
Europe and join Sydney 
FC for the start of the new 
national competition in 
August. He has agreed to 
spearhead the club's 
assault and make a “sub- 
stantial contribution to 
‘winning some silverware”. 

Zarilic, 30, is eager to 
play on home soil again 
afier eight years in Europe 
where he mixed it with the 
best of them. He is back 
for the right reasons, to 
play good football. David 
knows a “name” alone 
won't make a good soccer 
player. He is a talent with 
qualities to admire. 
Together, Sydney FC is 
shaping up as a formida- 
ble outfit. 

Zarilic found the back 
of the net on 19 occasions , 
including 7 in 2004, in his 
29 international caps for 
the Socceroos, and bar- 
ring injury is certain to be 
part of Frank Farina’s 
plans for next year’s 
World Cup qualifying 
campaign. 


It is well documented 
that Sydney FC want a 
foreign coach and also a 
foreign player. With the 
signing of foreign coach 
Pierre Littharski during 
the week attentions now 
shiftto their quest to chase 
a big name foreigner 
their marquee player — a 
Dwight Yorke ‘perhaps? 


‘This might shape up as a 
battle of the cheque books! 

In a relaxed interview, 
sipping coffee, I talk to 
David about all things 
football, early expecta- 
tions, and his huge water 
bill! 


1. Welcome home. You 
have had a successful 
career in Europe, where 
you played in Germany, 
Switzerland, Scotland and 
England. What is the feel- 
ing coming home? 

‘The feeling is a bit 
mixed. It’s funny being 
back after eight years. I 
have always come back for 
a holiday knowing tht I 
was always be on a phne 
back in a week or a couple 
of weeks. This time I have 
to look for a house and 
somewhere to live. It’s an 
exciting, yet funny feeling 
knowing I'm going to be 
staying here now. 

2. Any expectations? 

Tdon’t really know what 
to expect. All the indica- 
tions and the signs are good. 
‘There is a buzz about the 
place and everyone is excit- 
ed and anxious to see how it 
is going to work. There are 
big names running it now 
and high-profile people 
behind the game. We have 
to start attracting good play- 
ers and hopefully it will bea 
quality league, 


3. Sydney FC has been 
referred to as the “glam- 
our” club. Does this tog sit 
well with the club? 

It’s good that people want 
to start labeling clubs, but 
it’s really just a label and at 
the end of the day it’s how 
Wwe play that matters. 


4. Sydney FC has 
recruited well. You are part 
of an all-star billing. 
Glamour and experience 
breeds expectation. Are the 
club and players feeling the 
pressure? 

T don’t think we are feel- 
‘ing anything at the moment 
because it hasn’t really start- 
ed. We have to get to know 


Ready for the new A-League year - David Zdrilic 
shown in his Sydney FC kit 


the guys. Obviously I know 
quite a few of the boys like 
Steve Corica and Ufuk 
Talay and other players, but 
because we haven't started 
yet it’s hard to judge that 
evel of pressure until we 
get out there and start kick- 
ing a ball and playing 
games. There is a lot of 
hype which is exciting, and 
Tcan’t wait for it to start. 


5. Australian Hollywood 
star Anthony LaPaglia has 
approached Sydney FC 
with a view to becoming a 
15 per cent shareholder in 
the franchise. What reac- 
tion has the club had to 
such support? 

Tr’s amazing that some- 
one of Hollywood stature 
can be linked to one of the 
‘A-League clubs and to foot- 
ball in Australia. It’s amaz~ 
ing the kind of interest this 
new league is attracting and 
it’s great for the game and 
exciting for the players. 


6. How is pre-season 
training coming along? 

‘We start on Monday. All 
the signs are good. We are 
going away on a little tip to 
get to know each other. The 


rectuitment is going well. 
‘The structure is in place. 
T'm really looking forward 
toit. 


7. Where would you like 
to see the club placed come 
seasons end? 

First!! I want to be first 
no matter what I do and this 
club is no exception. 


8. Is the game moving in 
the right direction? 

T think so. In the past 
years we weren't attracting 
enough crowds in all of the 
clubs and now we have had 
to change something and 
make football compete with 
the other sports, and that's 
something we have never 
really done. We have the 
most kids and people partic- 
ipating in the sport in com- 
parison to other sports in 
Australia, but at the top 
level we are not attracting 
the crowds. I think we are 
doing right by the game and 
hopefully the crowds will 
follow. 


9. Has the selection team 
got it right, will the clubs 
deliver the goods? 

We basically havea team 


The Socceroos will be one of the striker's main priority’s for this season 
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in every major city. We also 
have regional teams, and we 
can always expand on that, 
I think you always have to 
be cautious at the start and 
see what happens. A lot of 
people would say eight 
teams is not a lot, but you 
can always expand, It 
would be more difficult to 
‘bring the numbers back if it 
didn’t work or if there were 
problems. 


10, What makes a great 
club? 

What makes a great club 
is having the right mix of 
players, the right mix of 
coaching staff, and the right 
board teain, I think when 
you put all these things 
together you need to func- 
tion as a business, not just as 
@ group or management. 
You reed to all work togeth- 
er and that’s what makes a 
great club. You need lead- 
ers, you.need youth, and 
you need experience. 
Sydney FC is working herd 
to put that together and we 
are doing that quite nicely. 


Il. Will the new APL 
model stand up against all 
the other football codes in 
Australia? 

It definitely has the 
potential to, Once we 
attract the crowds and set 
the standard it will become 
moré mainstream and that’s 
the aim, 


12. Is Australian soccer 
made up of sport lovers 
rather than soccer lovers? 

T ‘think it was always 
made up of soccer lovers, 
but I think the aim is to tum 
that around. Soccer lovers 
alofie are not enough to 
Keep the game going. We 
need to branch out to the 
whole society. We need 
people to want come with 
their families and watch 
some good entertainment. 
Sydney FC will be the 
Sydney team. We want 
everyone to come and 


13. Do you have plans to 
return to Europe? 

My plan is to get Sydney 
FC up and running, to make 
sure we are a great club, and 
to help the A-League get off 
the ground, I'm committed 
to Sydney FC and see 
myself here in Sydney for a 
long time. 


14. What league do you 
rate as the world’s best? 

The English Premier 
League. It’s the most excit- 
ing. I know all the players 
there, and T've always 
Watched and supported the 
English League. 


15. What do you make 
of all the dollars been 
thrown around the interna- 
tional football transfer 
market? 

Thaven’t seen enough of 
them! 


DARE 
TO ASK!!! 


Are you the first or last to leave the change rooms 
after a game? 
‘Last. Tenjoy my shower! 


‘Dani's answer! (All brawn and no brain! Oops!) 


What is the best (or perhaps worst) excuse you're 
‘heard someone use for missing training? 


‘Someone onve said {won't mention the name) “Sorry 
boys I had to get a facial”! 

Favourite late-night snack? 

‘Ice-cream and strawberries. 


Describe your dance moves in three words. 
Not very good. 


Where swomld ee find you: at Jam on @ Saturday 


How did you spend Valentine's Day? 
Alone! 
I'm going to be famous for... 


Love is... 


% 5 ee 
This was Zdrillc’s winning goal for Abderdeen 
against Celtic which ended their 78 game unbeaten 
home run. 


FFA looks to 


plug loophole 


tball Federation 
Australia has moved 
to stop A-League 


clubs bringing in players on 
loan for the upcoming FIFA 
World Club Championship 
qualifying tournament in 
May. 

Melboume Victory, which 
will be without at least three 
‘of its rostered team for: the 
‘tournament, had flagged the 
possibility of loaning players 
from the Victorian competi- 
tion to supplement its squad 
going into the week-long 
knockout tournament. 

Several other A-League 
clubs will also not be at full 
strength by May. 

Many — European-based 
signings are unlikely to Tink 
up with their new sides until 
after the World Club 


Championship qualifiers 
because they will still be 
playing for their old clubs. 
But Football Federation 
Australia (FFA), mindful 
clubs could be tempted ta call 
in top-quality hired hands on 
‘a one-off basis to help qualify 
for the lucrative FIFA toumna- 
ment in Japan in December, 
appeared to snuff out the plan. 
on Tuesday. 
The winner of the 
Australian tournament is in 
line for a huge seven-figure 
‘windfall if it then qualifies as 
Oceania's representative for 
the FIFA World Club 


jionship. 
"Players signed for the 20- 
‘man roster are the only ones 
eligible for the competition,” 
a FFA spokesman confined. 
“Clearly Melbourne 


ie 


Gary Cole: Melbourne Victory Football Operations 
Manager stated they could be seven players short 
for the WCC qualifiers 


teve McMahon has 


‘overseas contacts to 
set up the prospect of a 
glamour challenge match 
between Perth Glory and 
star-studded English 
Premier League club 
Middlesborough. 

Boro have risen to sixth in 
the premiership on the back 
of the form of the likes of 
England teenager Stewart 
Downing, Australian intema- 
tional Keeper. Mark 
Schwarzer and Dutch striker 
Jimmy-Floyd Hasselbaink - 
and their continued success 
will be crucial to Glory’s 
chances of hosting the match 
in July, 

McMahon, Glory's new 
coach, said -Middlesborough 
had expressed an interest in 
travelling to Perth. 

"Ive been working hard on 
that and hopefully it will 
come to fruition,” he said. 
"It’s not 100 per cent sure by 


any means but it's got a 


used his network of decent chance of happening if 


they qualify for Europe." 

Should Middlesborough 
fail to finish at least sixth in 
the Premier League, therefore 
missing out on a UEFA Cup 
place, they would spend their 


Victory will have to have the 
majority of their players 
signed and available before 
May." 

The Vietory has only 13, 
players signed so far and said 
it wontt sign any more than 
19 prior to the start of the sea- 
son proper in August. 

But Australian duo Archie 
Thompson and Andy Vlahos 
and Belgian international 
defender Geofirey Claeys are 
not linking with the Victory 
until after their European sea- 
sons finish in late May. 

It would mean the Victory 
could be several players short 
going into the WCC quali- 
fiers. 

Victory football operations 
manager Gary Cole said his 
club's reading of the rules 
was that they could include 
players on the 20-man roster 
for May who would not neo- 
essary be on the list by the 
time the season proper kicked 
off in August. 

"Our understanding is that 
the player contract system as 
it stands allows you to have 
players that are on your 20- 
man roster at the time who 
might not be on the roster 
later,” he said. 

"There are such things as 
short-term contracts and we 
believe we can do that.” 

"We may very well find 
two or three more guys are 
signed up by then and that 
will release the burden some- 
what, but still we are likely to 
need a couple more players 
(on short-term or loan con 
tracts)" 


pre-season competing in the 
Intertoto Cup - a European 
qualifying toumament - 
instead of taking up the Perth 
option, 

Former Liverpool mid- 
fielder McMahon now has bis 
fingers crossed. that the 


= 
ABSW (@1 
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Victory go Belgian 


‘yundai A-League squad, both in terms of quali- 
Side Melbourne _ ty on the park and in terms of 
haye his experience which will 
received a massive boost help our young players great- 
with the signing of their ly.” 
first European-born player, Victory Football 
Geoffrey Claeys from Operations Manager, Gary 
Belgian side Mouscron, Cole, thinks Claeys could 
announced at the club's possibly be the most signifi- 
first training session today, cant defensive signing in the 
Claeys, 30, has played entire Hyundai A-League, 
with some of Europe's "He's only 30 years of age, 
biggest club sides, including he's. strong and quick and 
Feyenoord Rotterdam and never hed a serious injury.” Fray 
RSC Anderlecht, and has Cole sail. "He's played at BALISTON 
accumulated 10 caps as a full some leading European clubs \ 
intemational for Belgium. and accumulated priceless 
The signing certainly experience. In addition to 
achieves coach Emic that, he's got a great relation- 
Merck's goal of bringing in ship with some local lads 
high-calibre, experienced including Andy Vlahos and 
players from overseas to Joe Spiteri from their time in 
complement his young Belgium, so settling here 
‘Melbourne squad. shouldn': be a problem at all." 
"We've never deviated “In fact he's looking for- 
from our plan of signing the ward to coming to Melbourne Geoffrey Claeys: The Melbourne Victory have 
most talented youngsters in so much that he's already penned a new deal with the Belgian International 
the country combined with memorised the times and the unveiling of Assistant Edwin Flack Park is the 
some experienced players dates of the World Club qual- Coach Aaron Healey at Melbourne Grammar School 
from overseas," Merrick said. ification series, starting Victory's first ever training sports complex, made avai 


“Claeys certainly fits this phi- against Adelaide in May." session, conducted at Edwin able to Victory after negotia~ 
Josophy and I think he'll be a Claeys’ signing was Flack Park in Portions between Headmaster 
fantastié addition to the announced today, along with Melbourne, Paul Sheahan’ and ‘Victory 


Healey was formerly part Football Operaticns . 
of Emie Mertick’s band- Manager, Gary Cole. 
picked team at the Victorian "This is a really wonderful 
Institute of Sport, and their facility," Cole said. "It's a $20 
10-year partnership should — million complex with immac- 
provide consistency and sta- ulate playing fields and its 
bility to Melbourne Victory's location, while being very 
training program. central, is also very secluded 

ing his tenure at the providing the best training 
VIS, Healey coached the environment for the players 
Victorian Under-16 squad possible, We're looking for- 
which won the national ward to working closely with 
championships in 1999, and Melbourne Grammar School 
prior to that, represented 0 assist their football pro- 
Australia in the under 17 grams as part of our training 
World Cup in Italy. arrangement,” 


(96-98), 
(98-99), Eendracht Alost (99-00), Lierse SK (00- 


on) 
Representative Honours: Belgian Senior 
National Team (10 caps} 


the Sytneysider, but Talay ton chances. 
hopes his decision to play in "The aim is T can bring 
Australia will force a change. some of that experience back, 
"Missing out on national —thatis waat the aim is and why 
selection is one of the points I most of the players have come 
have been disappointed back to put a bit of sparkie 
in Turkey will boost his about,’ Talay said after his back info the season,’ Taley 
chances. first official training with said." think if itkicks off ard 
place. Tae last 10 years heve been Sydney FC. "But I think it is goes well, then all the players 
“It would be fantastic for | dotied with highs and lows for maybe just luck and hopefully that are 200d players overseas 
Perth," he said. "It would be | ‘Talay, who has accepted a now here I will be playing in will hopefully come back," 
great for the supporters and Eee with Sydney front of the coach's eyes, soit ‘Talay said he was excited to 
everybody at the club to have will be much easier to get in work under new Sydney FC 
a Premier League team here." Bea signing with top the team. head coach and former 
‘The former England inter- | Turkish club Galatasaray in “I've been out of sight (in German World Cup star Pierre 
national has 11 of his 15 play- | 1998 was marred by the mid- Turkey), out of mind really, Littbarski. 
ers athis disposal, with David | fielder being on loan to anoth- that is probably the main rea- -—"Tve played with some of 
‘Tarka still recovering from | er club when they claimed the son and itis probably my fault the guys before,” Talay added. 
injury and Australian intema- | [EFA Cup title two years 2s well, like not getting "I've played with Steve Corica 
tional Simon Colosimo, } iter, involved and staying in at Marconi and Clint Boltoa, 
Japanese winger Hiroyuki | ‘Tyiay began his career as a touch," he said. cour goalkeeper, Robert 
Ishida and Serbia and | 16-year-old at former Sydney ‘The Australian team is Middleby and Mark Rudan, so 
Montenegro youth goalkéep- | club Marconi, and he went on spoilt for choice in the mid- I know a few of them - it 
er Milan Jovanic yetto arrive} to represent the Australian field, with English Premier should be good,” he said. 
in Perth. Fer Un0satthe 1995 World Cupin League players Tim Cahill, _Talays immediate goals are 
_ McMahon's priority is to | Qatar before playing at UEFA Brett Emerton end Stn winning the inaugural A~ 
sign another goalkeeper anda | Champions League level in Lazaridis starters in the side. League, which kicks off in 
striker, though Australian for- | Europe. But Talay believes the August, plus helping Sydney 


‘Teesside club can hold their 


. Ward Joel Porter, playing for But the 29-year-old has experience gained during his FC to qualify a8 the Oceania 


Hartlepool United in_| been constantly overlooked three seasons with Galatasaray representative in the FIFA 
England's League One, has | forthe national squad, prompt: and other Turkish league Club World Championship in 
‘been ruled out. The former | ing Australian international teams, Antalyaspor, Tokyo in December. 

Sydney Olympic player is | central midfielder Josip Skoko Karabukspor, Bursaspor, And of course seeing his 
‘under contract and Glory | to dub him "the best player Gaziantespor and Mersin name on the Australian team 
would not be willing to paya | never to represent Australia." © Ydman Yurdu, will benefit list. 

transfer fee. ‘The tag obviously saddens Sydney FC and help his sclec- AAP 
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Joaquin to snub 
Blues for Real 


Bernabeu. 

| Tdon't know where I am 
going to end up, but if a 
move happens, I want it to be 
relaxed and all in the open! 
Joaquin said on Spanish 
radio. 

‘If [move to Real Madrid, 
then that is great, because 
they are the best team in the 
world. 


eal Betis winger 
Joaquin Sanchez 
jooks set to reject 
Chelsea and join Real 
Madrid daring the sum- 


although there are’ rumours 
that the Portuguese star 
could leave the club as he 
has less than 18 months left 
on his contract. 

It would be hard to go 
there with Luis Figo still 
there, because he is a com- 
plete professional and essen- 
tial for Madrid! added 
Joaquin. 

‘It would be a dream to ‘still have a long way to 
play for Real Madrid and go before I am as good as he 
play in the Champions is 
League! 

If Joaquin does move to 
23-year-old would prefer to Real he will be in direct 
stay in Spain, and he is tar- competition with Luis Figo 
geting a move to the for a first-team place, 


Fiorentina, Palermo 
eye unhappy Liverpool 
striker Baros 


wrentina and Palermo are keeping 
tabs on Liverpool striker Milan 
Baros. The Czech Republic interna- 


mer, 

Ahead of his side's 
Champions: League clash 
against Barcelona, Chelsea 
coach Jose Mourinho admit- 
ted the club had been in con- 
tact with the Spain 
international and refused to 
rule out a move for Joaquin 
during the summer, 

However it appears the 


‘La Liga and Europe are 
full of great clubs, but as T 
am Spanish Madrid are one 
of the clubs I aspire to! 


Joaquin: No Chelsea 
move but Real Madrid 
suits the Spaniard to a 

fee 


tional admitted this week he was prepared 
to leave Anfield at the end of this season taly's Pierluigi 
unless he was playing regularly. Collina, the — most 


Fiorentina almost clinched a Joan deal 
for Baros in January, but Liverpool 
blocked the move as they could not find 2 
replacement before the winter market 
closed. Palermo president Maurizio 
‘Zamparini is also monitoring the situa 
tion, having made an enquiry after Baros 
last summer. 


Players to vote for international 
fantasy football team 


Imost 40,000 play- 
ers around the 
sworid will have the 


widely known referee 
in the world, is set to retire 
in June, 

Collina, who tumed 45 
on February 13, has not 
received the necessary 
‘exemption from world foot- 
ball's governing body FIFA 


FIFPRO World XI Player 
Awards, to be held on 
September 19 at London's 


broadcast to a worldwide 
audience of over 300 mil- 


pain coach Luis 
Aragones is furious 


chance to vote for their Wembley Conference with the decision 
ultimate fantasy football Centre and annually after footballing critics than the taken by the Spanish FA's 
team with the winners — that. players themselves," said isciplinary Committee to 
honoured at soccer's The awards ceremony, FIFPro president Gordon fine him for his racist com- 
Oscars. which will include the Taylor. "To be recognised | ments about Arsenal strik- 
‘The intemational play- World's hottest music acts by your fellow profession- er Thierry Henry. 

ers’ association on ad international celebrity als from across the: world ‘Aragones was captured on 
Wednesday launched the will be aunique honour..." camera making the remarks 

England defender John to Henry's Arsenal teammate 


‘Temy, captain of English 
Premier League leaders 
Chelsea, also offered his 
support at the launch, say- 


Jose Antonio Reyes last 
October. 


When the press ques- 
tioned him about it, 


ing: "Tl definitely put it in] Aragones compounded his 
the diary’, ppoor situation by launching 

Otherawards tobe voted } into a tirade about the 
‘on by the world's 40 profes- | excesses of Britain's colonial 
sional organisations that | past a day before Spain host- 
form FIFPro will include | ed England in Madrid in a 
player of the year and | — match that was marred by the 
world XI legend with a | constant racist abuse hurled 
young player of the year | at England's black players by 


chosen by the fans. 
However, manager of the 
year is not on the agenda. 


1 substantial portion of the 
crowd. 

I have been treated like 
Tslero (the bull that killed 


4 Sia £ 
John Terry: Chelsea’s sterling defender 
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furious 


inmingham City boss Steve Bruce 
says he'll visit Jermaine Pennant 
hile the youngster serves his three- 
month jail sentence. 

Bruce said: "Jermaine needs pointing in 
the right direction. And we will do everything 
‘we can to help him in that respect. 

"He has got to make the standard of the. 
way he leads his life a lot better. "He's got to 
stop flirting with the law and we believe we 
can help him. 

"Deep down, he's a genuine lad. He's been 
no trouble since he's been with us.” Pennant 
joined Brum on a temporary basis from 
‘Arsenal on transfer deadline day. The 
Gunners want to wash their hands of the play- 
er with a bad-boy reputation and Bruce hopes 
he can make the switch permanent over the 
‘next few weeks. Bruce said: “There is a deal 
to be struck with Arsenal. 

"I told Jermaine that before he went to 
court and [hope he appreciates that. It will all 
‘be resolved in the next six to eight weeks. 
"He bas to serve his punishment. We hope 
that that gives him a shock. But I'm sure he 


Super ref Collina to retire in June 


to continue refereeing until 
the 2006 World Cup. 

He will become a referee 
coordinator for the Italian 
Football Federation (FIGC), 
the Gazzetta dello sport 
reported on Wednesday. 

Collina, a financial advis- 
er by profession, has been a 
referee since 1977, taking 


1995. 


between 
Germany, 


Luls Aragones: Furlous 
over his fine on a racist 
comment 


famous bullfighter 
Manolete),” said Aragones 
on hearing he had been fined 
for his actions. 

Under pressure from the 
government's Anti-Violence 
‘Commission, the Spanish FA 


open a disciplinary case 


against Aragones, 

‘The Spanish coach could 
haye been fined more than 
$39,000 for what was con- 
sidered a ‘serious’ offense, 


Birmingham's Bruce: 
Pll visit Pennant in jail 


charge of his first Serie A 
match in 1991 and was 
awarded his FIFA badge in 


He has been named five 
times world referee of the 
year and officiated at the 
2002 World Cup final 
Brazil and 


season. 

Alfredo Flores, the presi- 
dent of the Disciplinary 
Commission, justified the 
decision, saying Aragones 
had been fined because of 
the consequences of his 
words, rather than for 


racism, 

"Nobody on this commit- 
tee believes that Arazones is 
racist, nor that he has shown 
aracist attitude,” Flores said. 
"We have sanctioned him 
because his. behavior has 
gone against public deco- 
rum. We believe he occupies 
an important position as 
national football coach and 
that he made an error by 


has the mental toughness to serve it and learn 
from it. 

"The one thing he knows is we will sup- 
port him and we will try to help him as much 
as we possibly can, What is important for 
Jermaine is, when he does come out, there are 
people there to support him. 

"People go to prison and when they come 
out their world has ended because they can't 
get a job. But he has a job and he is a very 
skilled performer.” 


Jermaine Pennant: Will serve 
three-month Jail sentence 


Pierluigl Collina: 
Set to retire In June 


Aragones 


but the committee decided to 
only dock him $3,940. 

‘The fine is only half of 
‘what two Albacete fans and 
‘an Atletico Madrid fan were 
fined by the Anti-Violence 
Commission for racist abuse 
in Primera Liga matches this 


making a comment in a pub- 
‘tic training session." 

However, although he still 
has the backing of the RFEF, 
Aragones believes he has 
been made a scapegoat and is 
not ruling out an appeal. 

"I am not guilty, nor do T 
accept being judged for 
actions against the image of 
the sport,” Aragones said. "I 
have never done that and I 
think I have three or four 
medals for sporting merit. I 
spoke to the judge studying 
the case, although now I 
don't think it is fair and 1 
have to look at the findings, 

"T have not liked one thing 
about this whole affair and I 
do not agree with the sanc- 
tion. They have looked for a 
scapegoat.” 

Conceming his remarks 
about the British colonies, 
‘Aragones revealed that he 
made them only after being 
insulted by the English press. 
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ARESNAL .... 
PORTSMOUTH 


jerry Henry's hattrick gave Arsenal a wel: 
come lift before they try to tu around their 
Champions League defeat by-Bayem Munich in 
Wednesday's second leg at Highbury. 
Portsmouth striker Yakubu Aiyegbeni smacked a 
powerful header against the crossbar before Henry 
broke the deadlock with a neat 39th minute shot 
from Lauren's cut back. 
Set up by skipper Patrick Vieira, Henry chipped 
home his second goal eight minutes after the re- 
start and brought up his hat-trick with a free kick 
five minutes from time after being tripped outside 
the area, 


ASTON VILLA ...... 2 


MIDDLESBROUGH .. 0 
nstantly forgettable football, but three much- 
needed points for David O'Leary's side after a 

dismal home defeat by Everton last weekend. 

Danish defender Martin Laursen broke the dead- 

lock in the 64th minute, bundling the ball just over 

the line, despite Boro winger Stewart Downing 
hooking it back out. Teenage substitute Luke 

Moore rifled home the second after a Nolberto 

Solano effort had been partied, 


CRYSTAL PALACE .......0 


MANCHESTER UTD ......0 
-man Palace put a large dent in United's ttle 
hopes and picked up a wholly unexpected point 
in their battle to avoid the drop. 
United's best first-half chance fell (o Dutch striker 
Ruud yan Nistelrooy, whose header from a Quinton 
Fortune cross was brilliantly saved by Hungarian 
keeper Gabor Kiraly. Skipper Roy Keane was furn- 
ing, though, after being denied by an offside flag. 
Wayne Rooney, Paul Scholes and Cristiano 
Ronaldo, benched before Tuesday's Champions 
League game at AC Milan, were sent om in the sec- 
ond half and Palace had Greek midfielder Vassilis 
Lakis red-carded in the 64th minute, Yet the south 
Londoners held out despite unrelenting pressure in 
the final half-hour. 


FULHAM .,...........-.0 


CHARLTON ............0 
harlton will consider themselves unfortunate 
ot to have won a game in which they bad most 

of the possession and played the better football. 

‘The point keeps Chariton inthe battle for European 

football next season, while Fulham have now won 

only won oftheir last seven games in all compet 
tions. 


NEWCASTLE .. 


LIVERPOOL .. - 
‘he form behind Newcastle's fine runs in the FA 
and UEFA caps paid dividends in a tight game 

at St James' Park, with Liverpool unable to bounce 

back from last Sunday's League Cup final defeat by 

Chelsea. 

Newcastle might have take a first-half lead when 

defender Jean-Alain Boumsong had a shot blocked 

butthere was no stopping a superb 70th minute free 
ick into the top comer from fellow Frenchman 

Laurent Robert. Dutch team mate Patrick Kluivert 

‘squandered a clear chance to make it 2-0 at the end. 


SOUTHAMPTON . 


TOTTENHAM .. oe 
precious win for Southampton in their battle to 
woid relegation, though it would have been 
even sweeter had Palace not taken that point off 
United. 
Midfielder Nigel Quashie headed home from six 
yards in the 51st minute, his first goal after joining 
in January from manager Harry Redknapp's former 
club, Portsmouth. 
Spurs, seeking to avoid their first defeat for more 
than a month, piled on the pressure and striker 
Frederic Kanoute missed a great chance in the clos- 
ing stages. 


Arsenal's Thierry Henry shoots past Kostas Chalkias of Portsmouth to score his hat- 


trick in the Gunners three-nil win 


CHELSEA . o. 
run of 10 clean sheets may have ended, but it 
will matter litle to the leaders after widening 

the gap to eight points, with a game in hand over 

Manchester United and Arsenal, 

Joe Cole opened the scoring after 22 minutes with 

a fine left-foot shot after riding two heavy chal- 

Tenges, before Leon Mackenzie headed an equalis- 

ex from Darren Huckerby's pinpoint cross on 64 

minutes. 

The deadlock lasted only seven minutes before a 

tap-in by substitute Mateja Kezman restored 

Chelsea's lead and slack marking allowed defender 

Ricardo Carvalho to head home in the 79th minute 


EVERTON .... 


BLACKBURN . ann ved 
'yertan missed the chance to ease further away 
fom city rivals Liverpool in their quest for 
European football next season after slumping to a 
10 home defeat against Blackbum Rovers on 
Sunday. 
John Stead, who also hit the winner in Blackburn's 
1-0 victory at Goodison Park last season, latched 
on to Steven Reid's pass and beat Nigel Martyn 
with an angled shot. 
Everton remain on 51 points from 29 games, eight 
ahead of Liverpool who have one game in hand. 
Blackburn move up two places to 14th on 31 
points. 


‘Stephen Carr (right) of Newcastle and 

John Arne Riise of Liverpool challenge 

for the ball In the Magples 
‘one-nil victory 


WEST BROM .......4+..2 


BIRMINGHAM CITY .. O} 
fest Bromwich Albion beat midlands rivals 
Birmingham City 2-0 to climb off the foot of 

the Premier League table 

‘Defender Neil Clemeut aud suiker Kevin Campbell 

scored second-half goals to lift West Brom to 21 

points from 28 matches, one point above Norwich 


City. 

Clement headed in Kieran Richardson's comer 
after 53 minutes and Campbell fired home the sec- 
ond from the edge of the penalty area 1! minutes 
later to seal only West Brom’s third league win of 
the season, 


Martin Laursen of Villa celebrates scor- 
ing during the Barclays Premiership 


match againts rivals Middlesbrough 


FA CUP QUARTER- 
FINAL DRAW 


EPL FIXTURES 


Saturday, March 19th, 2005 


‘Arsenal 3 Portsmouth 0, Aston Villa 2 Middlesbrough 0, 
Crystal Palace 0 Manchester United 0, Fulham 0 
Chariton 0, Newcastle Utd 1 Liverpool 0, Southampton 
1 Tottenham 0, Norwich City 1 Chelsea 3, West Brom 2 
Birmingham City 0, Everton 0 Blackburn 1 
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Blackpool 2 Walsall 0, Bradford 2 Huddersfield 0, 
Colchester 0 Brentford 1, Hartlepool 4 Wrexham 6, 
Luton 5 Bristol City 0, Milton Keynes Dons 2 Stockport 
4, Oldham 3 Port Vale 0, Peterborough 1 Barnsley 3, 
Swindon 0 Boumemouth 3, Torquay 2 Chesterfield 2, 
Tranmere 1 Hull City 3, Sheffield Wednesday Doncaster 
playing Tuesday rey 
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(a eee ae 
/ago it was Chelsea and now it is Valencia that has ter- 
rminated his services. The affable Italian, who tried very hard 
to learn English in London, is unlikely to be required by an 
talian chub any time soon, 

The last straw for Ranier in Valencia was his side's elimina 
tion from the UEFA Cup by-Steana Bucarest. Ironically, it was a 
side coached ty another Italian, Walter Zenga, that did the dam- 
age for Ranier 

It wasn't Ranieri’s first stint on Valencia’s bench either ~ he 
vwas in charge back in 1997 when they finished fourth in the 
‘Spanish Primera Liga and qualified for the Champions League, 

‘The season started reasonably well for Ranieri in Spain — 
‘Valencia defested Porta in the European Super Cup. However, it 
‘was all downhill from then on forthe affable Roman who once 
coached Fiorentina and Cagliari in the Serie A. 

One wonders who will take on Ranieri now. At Chelsea be 
‘was fairly successful but had no silverware to show for it and 
hence the big spending Roman Abramovich turned to the 
extremely cocky Jose Mourinho. 

“Meanwhile Zenga’s coaching star continues to shine, The for- 
mer Inter and Sampdoria goalkeeper, and arguably one of the 
finest post World War Il goalkeepers for Italy (remember the 
1990 World Cup), was greeted by the Romanian President, 
Traian Basescu, upon his return to the county. 

Zenga’s team eliminated Valencia on penalties after scores 
‘were locked after the two tes. He is now the only Ttlian fet in 
the UEFA Cup and itis praise such a this that will surely ee him 
coach in Italy sooner rather than iter. 

kek 


ra late January we had the pleasure of watching a most 

game in Florence between Fiorentina and 
Roma. On that rather wet night a late goal by Vincenzo 
Montella sealed Roma's 2-1 victory and the very next day 
Fiorentina had sacked coach Sergio Buso. 

Former Juventus, Lazio and Italy boss Dino Zoff was appoint- 
ed to take charge ofa club that he had no previous rapport with. 
The legendary goalkeeper, who captained Italy at the age of 40 
in that magnificent 1982 World Cup in Spain, was seen by the 
Jocal papers as some sort of messiah, 

Let’ remember that Buso was only appointed as a caretaker 
coach after Emiliano Mondonico was sacked early in the season. 
Zoff therefore, isthe thitd coach to take charge of the Viola this 


season. 

‘As the club desperatly battles for Serie A survival itis not 
surprising to sce a lot of people changing their tune. 

Zoff in fact bas done worse than Buso and the effect on the 
players, of having three coaches in one season, is starting to take 
itstoll. 

However, does Fiorentina really have the team to match it 
with the rest ofthe sides in the Serie A? One thinks not. Besides 
Fabbrizio Micvoli, who was signed from Juventus in the last 
European summer, there is hardly a name player these. 

The veteran Angelo Di Livio is a regular bench player these 
days and the exciting Bulgarian teenager, Valeri Bojinov, is not 
the same player he was last season with Lecce. 

(One has the feeling that Fiorentina will survive the drop but it 
will be tight, Furthermore, a city as famous as Florence, deserves 
2 team in Italy's highest division, 


kkk 
eos ‘made of the Serie B in Australia but this is a 
‘exciting competition in its own right, as Italian 
‘Aa can testy to baring witnesed the Empl Verona 
clash last month which was as good as any Serie A fixture. 
Tewould appear thatthe five teams to be promoted will come 
from the following six: Genoa, Perugia, Torino, Empoli, Verona 
and Treviso, There are others such as Ascoli, Temana and 
Piacenza that have an outside chance but it will be hard for them. 
unless they have an amazing run now until the end of the season. 
‘Genoa seem almost home because they have been leading the 
‘Serie B for several weeks, It would bea fine achievement to have 
them retun to the Serie A and if Torino also make it, then the 
four major Italian derbies will once again be all Serie A fixtures; 
Inter AC Milan, Lazio-Roma, Juventus-Torino and Sampdoria- 
Genoa. 


. a an we 
Sydney readers can tune into 98.5 FM on Sunday nights at 
0.00pm forall the latest soccer news from the local and 
overseas competitions, Yours tru, Joseph Carlucc, 
Stuart Jones, John Romeo, Robert Scarslletta and 
‘Mark Stavroulakis are part of the team. 


AS ROMA .. A 


JUVENTUS = 
raventus beat Roma 2-1 in a bad-tempered clash at 
the Olympic stadium (o rejoin ttle-holders AC 


‘Milan at the top of Ttaly's Serie A. 

‘A controversial 44th minute penalty scored by Juve 
captain Alessandro Del Piero setled a niggly match in 
the capital in which 10 players received yellow cards 
and more than 70 fouls were committed. 

Fabio Cannavaro’s close range header gave the visi- 
tors an‘early lead before Antonio Cassano cleverly 
sprung the offside trap to slot home an equaliser. 


ATALANTA ......+.+++ 1 


AC MILAN ........ 2 

1ook sole possession of first place courtesy of 

2-1 victory at bottom club Atalanta where 

Andrea Pirlo scored a dramatic winner in the fourth 
‘minute of stoppage time, 

Milan went in front when Pirlo's free-kick from the 
ight was steered into the bottom comer by the head of 
second-half substitute Massimo Amrosini. 

‘Atalanta reacted positively and levelled the score 
‘two minutes later when Bernardini’s free-kick was 
powerfully headed home hy the ever dangerous 
Makinwa. 


FIORENTINA .. 


REGGINA 
das bik athe tone ona ie 
relegation zone. 

Giampaolo Pazzini fired the hosts ahead just after 
‘halftime and strike partner Fabrizio Miccoli doubled 
the lead from the penalty spot after Christin Obodo 
had been upended by keeper Nicola Pavarini. Giuseppe 
Colucci's 79th-minute strike for Reggina ensured a 
nervy finale. 


INTER MILAN 


LECCE wuseeceecrnnceed 
‘was 2 game Inter should have closed out long 
before Adriano slammed in the 89th-minute winner 
from the penalty spot. Lecce striker Alex Pinardi gave 
the visitors a 21st minute lead against the run of play, 
which was quickly cancelled out by Ivan Cordoba's 
header. 


Inter failed to capitalize on a string of chances, but 
with a minute of normal time remaining Julio Cruz was 
fouled in the area to give Adriano the chance to score 
his first Serie A goal since mid-December. 


MESSINA . eer | 
LAzIO .. - aoe 


azio’s run of tree coasecutive victories juddered to 

halt agsinst a Messina side that hadn't won since 
the end of January. Home captain Carmine Coppola 
siruck the winner just before halftime, taking advantage 
of a poorly-cleared comer to blast home from the edge 
of the area. 
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Antonlo Cassano goes at it again after scoring Roma's goal. His celebrations of 
kicking the flag-post down continued but the Romans lost the match two-one to Juventus 


PARMA Bd 
CAGLIARI .. 2 
spectacular 30-yard ‘winnét iy Fane Spi 
ave relegation-threatened Parma a much-needed 

win against midtable Cagliari. 

‘The hosts took a 2-1 first half lead after strikes by 
Alberto Gilardino and Cesare Bovo cancelled out 
‘Daniele Bonera's early own-goal. In the 66th minute 
Parma were reduced to 10 men when keeper Sebastien 
Frey was sent off for a lastman foul on Mauro 


In the last minute of normal time David Suazo’ goal 
seemed to have earned Cagliari a pont, bt Simplicio 
restored Parma’s lead withthe lst kick ofthe match. 


SAMPDORIA ...........4 


CHIEVO VERONA ..:.....0 
sampdoria held on to third place thanks to an 82nd- 
minute free kick by Francesco Flachi tha: deflected 

off feam rate Andrea Gasborroni. Bali, Chievo had 

1 chance to take the lead themselves but Lorenzo 

D’Annas spot kick was saved by Francesco Antonioli 
Sampdcria have come through leaps and bounds 

since ils inclusion into the Serie A this season. 
‘Already they have fumed heads with their perfor- 

rmances and with their consistent form could tag a 

Champion: League spot. 


Daniele Mannini gave Brescia a precious victory 
in their relegation dogfight with Siena. 

Both teams remained in the relegation zone, though 
Brescia climbed above Siéna to 18th in the 20-team 
division. 


ali Tar's early winner extended Udinese's poor run 
of resulls sive the staxt uf 2005. After the break the 
home side did everything they could to draw level. 
Striker Vincenzo Taguinta hit the post and Bologna 
keeper Gianluca Pagliuca pulled off 2 great save to 
push a Marek Jankulovski free kick onto the wood- 
work, 


LIVORNO .......22205262 


smo move up fifth place with a well-eared draw 
at Livomo, despite playing the final half hour with 
10 men following the dismissal of Cristian Zaccardo. 
for a second bookable offence. 
Italy striker Luca Toni twice put Palermo ahead but 
the Tuscans took a point after @ 73rd mimute equaliser 
from Dario Passoni. 


AS Roma { Juventus 2, Atalanta 1 AC 
Milan 2, Fiorentina 2 Reggina 1, Inter Milan 
2. Lecce 1, Messina 1 Lazio 0, Parma 3 
Cagliari 2, Sampdoria 1 Chievo Verona 0, 
Siena 2" Brescia 3, Udinese 0 Bologna 1, 
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SERIE B 


17Chievo 
18Brescia 
19Siena 
20Atalanta 


eRe 


Bari 0 Crotone 0, Arezzo 1 Pescara 1, Ascoli | 
2 Albinoleffe 3, Catania 1 Verona 1, 


0, ‘Iriestina 3 Ternama 1, Vicenza 4 Cesena 
1, Treviso Genoa played Tuesday 
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. Catania 9 
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). Bari 


33 


30 
22 
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8 
rt 
8 
Arezzo 6 
Ui 
. Venezia 4 
. Catanzaro 29 5 
‘Modena handed four point deduction, Bari 
docked a point for fan violence. 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


First Knockout Stage 
Real Madrid 1 vs Juventus 0 
Porto 1 vs Inter Milan 1 
Barcelona 2 vs Chelsea 1 
Werder Bremen 0 vs Lyon 3 
Liverpool 3 vs Bayer Leverkusen 1 
PSV Eindhoven 1 ¥s AS Monaco 0 
Manchester United 0 vs AC Milan 1 

Bayern Monich 3 vs Arsenal 1 


First Knockout Stage 
Second leg - March 8-9 

Note: Inter Milan will play the second leg 

oftheir tie on March 15, 


Quarter-finals 
Firstleg - April 5-6 
Seconé leg - April 12-13 


Semi-finals 
First leg. - April 26-27 
‘Second leg - May 3-4 


Final: 
May 25, Istanbal 
UEFA CUP 


SECOND KNOCKOUT STAGE. 


Second Knockout Stage 
Fist leg- March 10 
Second leg- March 16-17 


Middlesbrough vs Sporting Lisbon 


Partizan Belgrade vs CSKA Moscow 
Austria Vienna vs Zaragoza 


Quarter-finals 
First eg - April 7 
Second leg - April 
Semi-finals 
First leg - April 28 
Second leg - May 5 


Final 
May 18, Lisbon 


‘Newcastle's Alan Shearer will be 
‘one man Olymplakos hope to 
contain when they meet this week 


Pow 
‘Club Brugge23 19 
2anderiecht 22 14 


F OA Pts 
61 15 60 
45 22 46 
35 23:45 


GAAGent 23 12 


Wednesday March 16 
Fiorentina vs Roma (First leg: 0-1) 
Udinese vs AC Milan (First leg: 2-3) 


‘Thursday March 17 
‘Sampdoria vs Cagliari (First leg: 0-2) 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 
‘Den Haag Heerenveen postponed, Waalwijk 
2 FC Utrecht 2, Vitesse 2 Willem Hl 0, 


oned, De Graafschap 0 NAC Breda 2, Roda 
Kerkrade 1 FC Twente 2 


P WOL F A Pts 
aPsV 23 184 1 61 1358 
2aiKmaar «23 16.6 1 (53 1654 
‘3Ajax 23 155 3 50 2150 
4Feyenoord 23 13 5 5 62 2744 
SVitesse = 24 12. 4 8 41 32:40 
GUtrecht 24 106 8 28 2636 
7Heerenveen 23 105 8 38 4035 
Twente 24 105 9 30 2835 
gwaalwik 24 8 7 9 30 3334 
1oRoda «24 8 4G 10 41 39.50 
4ANAC 24 8 6 10 32 4730 
42Groningen 23 8 § 10 32 38.29 
13Den Haag 23-7 5 11 29 35 26 
‘tawillem I 24 7 4 13 26 47 25 
‘15NEC 245 8 11 25 34.23 
‘6Graafschap24 4 § 14 25 5418 
‘7Roosendaal24 5 2 17 24 55 17 
48Den Bosch 23 2 3 18 12 549 

ENGLAND FOOTBALL LGE 2 


Bristol R 0 Rochdale 0, Bury 2 Cambridge 
Utd 1, Chester 2 Southen 2, Darlington 1 
Boston Utd 0, Kidderminster 4 Cheltenham 
0, Lincoln C 2 Wycombe 3, Mansfield 1 
‘Shrewsbury 1, Northampton 4 Maccetsfield 
0, Notts County 4 Swansea 0, Oxford United 
1 Grimsby 2, Scunthorpe 1 Rusden & 
Diamons 0, Yeovil 1 Leyton Orient 0. 


Scunthorpe 36 18 
Southend 36 17 
Macclesfield 35 18 6 
Swansea 36 18 6 
Northampton35 45 1 
Lincoln City 36 15 


Pp D 
Yeovil 36 216 
9 
4 
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Wycombe 36 14 
Chettenham 36 13 
Rochdale 35 13 
Grimsby 36. 13 
Leyton Orient36 12 
Mansfield 36 12 


Chester 36 


FRENCH LIGUE 1 
Lens 3 Auxerre 1, Bastia 3 Lille 4, Istres 0 
Bordeaux 1, Monaco 0 Metz 0, PSG 1 
‘Nantes 0, Rennes 3 Sochaux 0, Strasbourg 
4 Ajaccio 0, Toulouse 4 Nice 0, Saint 


Etienne 2 Marseille 0. 
P WODL F A Pts 


lyon 2 15 112 39 1656 
‘2Marseille 28 146 8 35 2648 
3uile 28 12 115 32 2047 
AMonaco 27 11 124 36 23.45 
SAuere 27 12 6 9 37 3042 
GToulouse 27 118 8 28 2641 
Trennes 28 116 14 33 3139 
‘Lens 289 118 30 2638 
gstEtienne 27 8 136 34 2537 
Bordeaux 28 7 156 29 2536 
44PSG 28 128 28 3136 


HELLENIC NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Xanthi Egaleo Postponed, OF! Crete 1 
Kallithea 1, Iraklis 2 lonikos 0, Kerkyra 0 
Apollon 2, Xanthi 2 Egaleo 0, AEK 1 Aris 0, 
PAOK 4 Olympiakos 4, Panionios 0 
Panathinalkos 1. 


P WODL F A Pts 

40Nmpiacos 21 13 6 2 38 1245 

2PRO 2 143 4 36 1245 

3AEK 21128 4 34 1644 

Mant «24116 «4 34 2139 

SPAQK = «21. 9-5 7 30 2732 

Ginkis 21 8 4 9 20 2178 

THakidona 217 7 7 20 2178 

BEgaleo 21'S 115 18 18.26 

SPanionios 21 6 7 8 14 1825 

400F1 26 6 9 27 30%" 

‘ikalithea 21.5 8 B 30 3323 

‘onikos «21 4 8 9 14 2720 

Bas 21-3 108 17 2519 > 

1aergotels 21 5 4 12 17 3519 Ni Ee ‘“ 
4BKalamarias 21 4 7 10 18 3419 3 
‘eterkira. «213 «6 12 15 2915 ‘Michael Ballack (right) of Bayern celebratres scoring the first goal with 


Torsten Frings during The Bundesliga derby between FC Bayern 


Munich and Werder Bremen 
Bayern Munich 4) Werder Bremen 0, icestomi 24 6 § 48 29 4123 PWD L FA Pts 
Bochum 0 schalke 2, Hamburger 1 Bayer 47academica 24. § 6 13 20 3421 ‘Barcelona 27 195 3 51 18 62 
Levertusen 0, Hannover 0 Hansa Rostock‘. sgpeira-Mar 24 4 8 12 25 0520 © 2RealMadrid 27 17 3 7 47 23.54 
Mainz § Freiburg 0. Monchengladback 1 3Espanyol 27 13.6 8 34 2945 
peer 0 Stgpare2 arrina Bieter) SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE Avilareal 27 12.8 7 a4 25.44 
Hertha 1 Kalersiautern 1, Numberg 2° ounfermiine 1 Hearts 1, Dundee 0 5Valencia 27 11 106 41 28 43 
Pea bball lee Livingston 1, Kilmamock 0 Aberdeen 1, 6Sevila 27 12:7 8 32 3243 
Motherwell 2 Dundee Utd 0, Rangers 1 7Betis «27: 11.9.7 «3 35.42 
P WODL E A Pts \vemess 4, Hibernian 1 Celtic 3. Batiético 27 11 6 10 31 2539 
ABayem, 28° 155A a6 25 50 Deportivo 27 9 126 37 3539 
Sting) ANA OG aE ley P WDL FA Pts 10Athietic 25 108 8 42 3038 
Seremen 24 13 4 7 53 2745 Rangers © 29-226 4 61 1472 —ttaragoua 27 10.5 12 32 40.35 
Astuttgart 24 12 6 6 85 3042 © Cettic 27 222 3 592268 12Malaga 27 104 13 26 3434 
SHertha = 24 10 104 40 21.40 Hinemian 28 145 9 47 3947 —13Sociedad 27 9 5 13 34 3932 
SHamburg 24 13 1 10 41 3640 — Aperdeen 28 13.6 9 30 2645  tdlevante 27 8 7 12 29 4031 
Tleverkusen 24 116 7 42 3139 Hearts «= 28 119 8 32 2642 150sasuna 27 8 7 12 35 47 54 
SWolfsburg 24 11 1 12 39 3634 Motherwell 28 11.5 12 34 3438 © 16Cetafe «25 «7 «8 11 25 30.29 
Skabers 24 9 6 9 32 3235  imamock 29 10 2 47 35 5032  17Racing 27 7 7 13 26 4028 
‘oMannover 24.9 5 10 27 2832  invemesscT 27 7 9 11 32 3730  1BAlbacete 27 5 9 13 25 3924 
MDortmund 248 8 8 29.3232  ounfermiine 28 6 8 14 25 4025  t9Malloca 27 6 6 15 28 45 24 
faaminia 24 9 5 10 27 5032 dundes 28 :«G «G 16 28 5421 — 20Numancia 27 4 8 1S 18 4220 
s3Mondbacn2a 7 7 10 27 3828  Oundes Utd 28 4 10 14 29 45 22 
‘aang 20 75 92752/4026  inngston “28. 6 4) 18 23 48-22 ‘TURKISH SUPER LICA 
PERI eral 26 peg eta aoe 2 Istanbulspor 4 Samsunspor 1, Genclerbirtigi 
SEER Ge eh ce) SERBIA & MONT. FIRST LEAGUE © 4 Ankaragucu 0, Sekaryaspor 1' Ankaraspor 
ELIE 3, BS Ses 0 P WODL F A Pts 4 Galatasery 1 Besiktas 0, Denidlispor 0 
‘eFreiburg 24 3 7 14 18 5016 — spartizan 15 13 2 0 39 8 41 _Diyarbakirspor 0, Kayserispor 2 Rizespor 4, 
2ervena 15. 12.2 1-38 1138 —_Sebatspor 3 Konyaspor 5, Gaziantepspor 3 
PORTUGUESE SUPERLICA 37eta 45 11 1 3 30 4234 Trabzonspor 2, Malatyaspor 0 Fenerbahice 2 
Estoril 3 Boavista 3, Penafiel 1 FC Porto 2, agry 8 16 22 1825 
PeSrES Ca baerled ahaa 1) a Seuckcnost 457 2iM6 21)/20078 PWODL FA Pt 
Moreirense 0, Uniao Leiria 5 Beira Mar 1, g7emun 15 6 «4 5 18 1922 Fenerbahce 22 18 2 2 58 1056 
Belenenses 1 Sporting Lisbon 0, Nacional 7yojyodina 15 5 4 6 18 1919  Zrabzonspor22 16 4 2 44 1452 
een BSutieska «15 5 4 6 13 2119  3Calatasaray 22 16 3 3 42 1454 
Kula 4.6 5 16 1818 Besiktas «21 125 4 45 26.44 
FWD L FA Pts  ‘osmederevotS 4 5 6 9 1547  SRizespor 22 9 7 6 26 1934 
‘Porto = 24 12 9 3 30 16.45 —saBeoorad 15 4 4 7 13 2016  GDenizlspor 22 10 4 B 31 28 54 
Benfica 24 15 6 5 37 2545 sacwiarick 15 4 4 7 15 1846 — 7Malatyaspor22 9 4 9 29 3431 
Ssporting 24 12 6 6 50 2842 szporac 15 «4 «4 «7 12 2216 © BANKaraspor 22 8 5 9 30 30.23 
Bowista 24 118 5 32 3041 saopiic «= 15-34 «816-2713. ~—-Konyaspor 22 6 106 4) 42 28 
Soraga 25 11.7 5 31 1740 asHaiduk © -15«1:«5 «9 11-298 © —«*10Gatepspor 22 8 4 10 31 34.28 
GRioAve 26 8 124 30 2936 — 46zelemik 15 1 4 10 12 267 — 1Samsuspor22 8 3 11 28 39 27 
Patella) Loe UNE 20) eS 12Genrbirigi 247 4 10 25 29:25 
Souimarees 24 9 7 8 25 2234 SPANISH PRIMERA LICA ‘BDiyairspor 22.7 4 11 22 3625 
SBelenenses 24 9 5 10 33 2832  gsasuna 0 Barcelona 1, Valencia 1 Real 14ankaraguc 21 § 6 9 19 29 24 
NOsetbal 25-8 8 7 35 2832 Madrid 4, Atletico Madrid 3 Sevilla 0, 15Sakaryaspor22 5 3 14 25 48 18 
Milena’ 24 7 416 25 2532 — Espanyol 2 Levante 1, Mallorca 3 Real ‘Glstanbulspo21 $ @ 10 19 33 17 
$2Nacional 24 9 4 11 28 3231 sociedad 2, Numancia 1 Vilarreal 1, Real  17Kayserispor22 4 3 15 28 5415 
*sMorekense24 S 9 10 21 3524  petis 2 Getafe 2, Zaragoza 1 Rating 18Sebatspor 22 1 7 14 22 5010 
1aPenafiel 7 3 14 M2 Sender 0, Athletic Biltao 3 Albacete 
1504 Moente 24.6 5 13 24 3123 Deportive 1 Malaga 0. % 
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PLAYER) PROFILE Falls 


CLUB: 

Penrith Nepean United 

AGE: 23 

FORMER CLUBS: 

Campbelltown) City, 

(South Australia), Grimsby, 
TownkG, (Kentucky, USA— NCAA 


Ueague); Barnsleyak.G Youth 


Academy, 


